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There have been frequent references to 
endoscopy in veterinary literature during the 
past few years. In this country, it will be 
recalled, Glyn-Lloyd and his colleagues at 
Woolwich have introduced the rhinolaryngo- 
scope for the diagnosis of recurrent laryngeal 
nerve paralysis in the horse, whilst Stephens, of 
Southsea, has referred to the possibilities of 
gastroscopy in the dog. One of the simplest 
forms of endoscopical apparatus—the auroscope, 
has been in use in veterinary practice for many 
years. By adapting to this instrument metal 
tubes of varying length and diameter a large 
number of the body structures which are only 
seen at post-mortem examination become ayail- 
able for visual examination during life. The 
introduction of the non-volatile anaesthetics in 
small animals has done much to enlarge our 
field of work in this connection, for by the elim- 
ination of the mask, the pharynx, oesophagus, 
larynx and trachea are readily approached. 

I will only make reference to those forms of 
endoscopy which I have myself employed, and 
have found useful as a diagnostic aid. 


The Oesophagoscope.—tThe chief abnormality 
of the oesophagus is obstruction, and so common 
is it in the dog that whenever the history 
obtained is that an animal vomits almost 
immediately after taking food the condition 
must be suspected and confirmed or eliminated 
before proceeding. The simple meat test is a 
useful aid to diagnosis; it is not, however, 
conclusive. ‘The passage of a sound will 
demonstrate an obstruction ; it will not, however, 
indicate its nature. Radiography, particularly 
if barium sulphate has been administered, will 


generally give positive evidence, but radio- 


graphy is expensive and may not be available. 
With the oesophagoscope, provided the animal 
is anaesthetised, a visual examination of the 
organ from the pharynx to the stomach can 
be readily made, 

The common causes of obstruction are, in the 


*Address in opening a discussion on_ this 
subject by the Central Meenas Society at a 
meeting held at the Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, W.C.1, on April 1st, 1937, 


dog: an irregular piece of bone, often in the 
intrathoracic portion; stricture resulting from 
previous obstruction, and congenital saccula- 
tion, In the aged cat epithelioma of the 
cesophagus is the common cause, 

The tubes employed vary from 9 to 20 inches 
in length, and 8 to 15 millimetres in diameter. 
These are suitable for animals ranging in size 
from cats and puppies up to dogs of about 
45 1b. For the large breeds even longer tubes 
will be required. 


Tracheoscope.—This name is used in prefer- 
ence to “ bronchoscope ” for the reason that so 
far the trachea as far as the bifurcation only 
has been explored, the bronchi not having been 
entered. Two conditions which are most diffi- 
cult to diagnose with certainty without recourse 
to endoscopy are: the presence of Oslerus 
granulomata at the base of the trachea causing 
chronie cough, and foreign body in the trachea. 
The former of these conditions is common, the 
latter is fortunately rare. A further use to 
which this tube has been put is for the diagnosis 
of purulent bronchitis, and for the obtaining 
of exudate for cultural examination. 

For all tracheal examinations light nembutal | 
anaesthesia is induced. ‘To enter the trachea 
it is necessary to depress the epiglottis and pass 
the tube between the vocal cords. Provided 
one is looking through the tube this is not 
difficult. That the trachea has been entered is 
obvious, for the white tracheal rings stand out 
in marked contrast to the vascular inter-annular 
ligaments. No ill-effects have followed this 
examination. 

The tubes employed are: for small dogs 9-in. 
x § mm., and for large 12-in. X 165 mm. 


Gastroscope.—For the examination of the 
stomach the instrument is of very little value, 
for the area exposed to view is too limited. 
It comprises that portion of the top of the 
saccus caecus adjacent to the cardiac opening. 
a region very rarely the site of disease. The 
lesions one had hoped to diagnose by its use, 
such as the presence of foreign bodies, and 
neoplasm of the wall, occupy the pyloric portion 
which is not available for examination, 
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The Vagina.—To pass to the other end of the 
animal’s body, the instrument may be used as 
a vaginal speculum. One frequently wishes to 
catheterise a bitch to obtain a specimen of 
urine for analysis, or to confirm a diagnosis 
of calculus by sounding. To perform the opera- 
tion (other than when the animal is in oestrus) 
is extremely difficult; in fact one generally 
fails, 

A short, fenestrated tube is employed. With 
it the meatus urinarius can quite readily be 
seen, and a catheter can be passed through 
the instrument and into the urethra’ with 
certainty. No anaesthetic is required. 


Cystoscope.—The narrowness of the lumen of 
the urethra precludes cystoscopical examination 
in the bitch. In the mare and cow, however, 
the instrument can be used for the visual 
examination of the mucous membrane of the 
bladder. (So far I have not been able to 
recognise the ureteral orifices with certainty.) 
In the mare passage of the tube is simple. In 
the cow a little practice is required to avoid 
the suburethral diverticulum. 

Tubes employed: 12-in. x 105 mm. A larger 
diameter tube may be used in the mare, 

To return to the vagina, the instrument has 
been found a valuable aid to the recognition 
of the presentation in dystocia in the bitch. It 
is not suggested that it entirely eliminates the 
use of the finger in this connection. At the 
same time cases of “butt” presentation and 
lateral deviation of the head may be very 
difficult to recognise with the finger alone. With 
the endoscope it is the direction of the foetal 
hair which generally gives one the clue as to 
the nature of the abnormality. The tube 
employed is 54-in. ¥ 15 mm. Another condition 
of the vagina which suggests itself as a possible 
indication is the presence of a polypoid sub- 
mucous fibroma in the anterior vagina. 

In the mare and cow it serves for the 
examination of the vagina and uterine cervix. 
With it the uterine seal of pregnancy may be 
seen. The tube used is 94-in. x 22 mm. 


Proctoscope.—Visual examination of the 
rectum and colon in the dog is of service for 
the diagnosis of ulcerative colitis, neoplasm 
formation, and localised impaction of the 
anterior colon by faeces. ‘This last condition 
may be confused with obstruction of the 
jejunum or even a calculus in the bladder, 

In conclusion, it is not for one moment 
suggested that these few remarks have 
exhausted the uses to which the instrument may 
be put. It is quite certain that the discussion 
will bring out many more. 

The speaker demonstrated a set of tubes made 
to his dimensions by the Holborn Instrument 
Company for adaptation to the auroscope, which 
are suitable for most explorations in small 


animals, 


\\ 


FENESTRATED VAGINAL SPECULUM. 


THE ENDOSCOPE, 


Discussion 


Mr. J. W. H. Hotes said that the Society were 
extremely fortunate to have a President who 
could come forward and introduce a discussion 
on such a comparatively novel, and certainly 
most important, subject at such very short notice, 
and they were most grateful to him. (Hear, 
hear.) 

It might be of interest to the Fellows of the 
Society to see another type of bronchoscope 
originally introduced by Dr. McCunn—an earlier 
apparatus—and the defects of which, as a result 
of experience, had been remedied on the newer 
instrument. 

He had nothing to add to what the President 
had said about the general uses of the apparatus 
and the help that it gave, but he would like to 
bring forward one particular case he had had 
only just recently, in which he used the instru- 
ment to examine a cavity to which Professor 
Wright had not drawn attention—the nasal 
cavity. 

A 21-month-old French bulldog was submitted 
for their examination with the history that seven 
months prior to being brought it had been nosing 
round in awned grass. That same afternoon it 
commenced sneezing and this was followed later 
by a copious discharge from the left nostril 
which resisted all forms of treatment. At the 
end of seven months the owner said that some- 
thing must be done to relieve the condition or 
the animal had to be put to sleep. 

The patient was anaesthetised with nembutal 
and, using the auroscope, one got a very good 
view of the inside of the nostril and they were 
able to see, three-quarters of an inch inside the 
cavity, a mass of necrotic material. This they 
removed by means of a series of swabs attached 
to the end of a probe. The following day there 
was no discharge from the nose, no dressing was 
applied, and the patient made an uninterrupted 
recovery. That case, he thought, illustrated the 
value of that particular instrument. 
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In his opinion endoscopy had no greater sphere 
of usefulness than in conditions affecting the 
ear. So many cases came in where there was 
little to be seen or felt, yet on examination by 
the auroscope one found a deep-seated ulcer 
round the bend of the ear. 
operation (aural resection), usually did quite 
well. 


Dr. Tom Hare observed that he had had the 
good fortune of being associated with the Presi- 
dent for some years at the Royal Veterinary 
College, where he was impressed by _ the 
President’s courage in exploiting new methods of 
diagnosis in our animals. ight he remind 
Fellows that the profession was indebted to the 
late Noel Pillers for the suggestion that the 
bronchoscope should be used for the diagnosis 
of chronic tracheo-bronchitis, and that it was 
their President who, having studied some cases 
of the disease in the post-mortem room of the 
Royal Veterinary College, decided to apply Mr. 
Noel Pillers’ suggestion, with good results. 

He had recently been studying some cases in 
collaboration with colleagues in practice, with a 
view to finding a little more information about 
what he (Dr. Hare) originally described as the 
“ sterile lesions of tracheo-bronchitis.” Clinically, 
not uncommonly the bronchoscope _ revealed 
papillomatous-like “ worm_ nests” which were 
sterile, i.e., free of the Oslerus osleri worms, 
when snipped off and examined microscopically; 
and the patient’s cough was relieved and _ its 
general condition improved considerably until 
another attack of that typical chronic, dry, 
hacking cough developed some weeks or months 
later. 

One was trying to get at what exactly the 
worm did inside the tracheal and_ bronchial 
mucosa. If, as the parasitologists suggested, the 
worms were passed out by, the alimentary tract 
and re-infection was by ingestion, one might 
reasonably expect that, on removing the patient 
with such “sterile lesions” from its infected 
environment into the hygienic kennels of a veter- 
inary infirmary, there ‘would be no recurrence 
of the clinical syndrome. However, despite 
treatment and change to a hygienic environ- 
ment, recurrence had actually taken _ place. 
He (Dr. Hare) thought that though the lesions in 
the trachea and bronchi as revealed by the 
bronchoscope were sterile, there would probably 
still be some active “worm-nests” in the 
terminal bronchioles which could not be reached 
by the bronchoscope. He thought it very 
important that a method of revealing the con- 
tents of the smaller bronchioles should be 
explored, because the disease was of very serious 
account when introduced into breeding kennels. 


He would like to ask the question, as he saw 
it, from the point of view of the pathologist 
to what extent could one determine the cause 
and nature of prostatic 
endoscopic procedures? Lesions of the prostate 
were by no means uncommon in the er such 
as prosiatitis—due to streptococci or Bacillus coli 
and occasionally to tuberculosis—or the still 
more common cystic enlargements of one or both 
lateral lobes of the gland. He had no record 
of enlargement of the prostate being due to 
adenoma analogous to_ that of the human 
prostate. A method of diagnosing prostatic 
enlargement at a far earlier stage than was 
possible at present was wanted. 

If the endoscopic methods were employed for 
verminous Seenchatis in calves and sheep, would 
it be necessary to anaesthetise the animal? 


These cases, after 


enlargement by- 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


The President had made brief reference to 
that most common disease of the dog, nephritis. 
He hoped that Professor Wright, with his 
ingenuity and courage, would endeavour to 
advance our knowledge of the early stages of 
nephritis. At the College he probably had 
opportunities of getting cases at a much earlier 
stage than the private practitioner. Would 
Professor Wright consider means of passing a 
tube beyond the bladder into the nee? Though 
the descending or haematogenous type of 
nephritis offered little hope of more than a 
guarded prognosis, he was confident that progress 
could be made in curing the ascending type 
of nephritis (or pyelonephritis) if detected in the 
stage preceding injury to the kidney parenchyma. 
Though the bladder interior could be seen by 
endoscopic methods, the difficulty was to get a 

icture of the ureter. He would like to have the 

resident's ideas on the subject. 

Mr. J. S. StEwarp requested the President to 
favour the meeting by giving the clinical picture 
of one or two of the conditions one might see 
with the ophthalmoscope. Could he tell them how » 
to recognise tubercle of the eye, for example? 

Mr. C. W. Orraway enquired how, when one 
had removed the prostate, one was to tell whether 
it was cystic or adenomatous. He was also 
how one could see the ileo-caecal 
valve, 

Major R. F. WALL stated that he commenced 

using the endoscope some years ago, employin 
it in the diagnosis of aural conditions, an 
undoubtedly he found it of great value. Indeed, 
he would say that it was an instrument invaluable 
to any general practitioner. It must be over a 
quarter of a century ago that he had a spectro- 
scope, which came, he thought, from America. 
It was flexible and of great service when he 
had to examine the interior of a small cavit 
or round a curve, being most useful in the nostril 
and in bowel cases: in one particular case it 
revealed tumour of the bowel. 
_ He had also found endoscopy a valuable aid 
in dental work, particularly in the larger animals. 
A further point was that it was very satisfactory 
if one could demonstrate its use in the presence 
of one’s client. He hoped they would make 
considerable progress in the profession in that 
branch of veterinary instrumentation. 

He would like to take that opportunity of 
expressing his appreciation of the great assist- 
ance the President had been to the profession 
in gg See the members to adopt methods 
which, though new, were of proved value. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Tue REPLY 


The Presipent (Professor Wright) said that, 
although he had not intended to do so, he felt 
he must say a few words in reply to the 
discussion on the short communication he had 
made that evening “to make a meeting” in an 
emergency. 

Dr. Hare had brought up a number of points that 
merited a — long discussion. He would refer 
to them briefly. The first was the pathological 
prostate in the dog. He agreed with him that 
many of these prostates were clinically cystic. 
The interesting point about enlarged prostate 
in the dog was, how did it affect its health? He 
understood that in man the enlarged prostate 
frequently occluded the urethra and that chronic 
urethral obstruction was the clinical picture. 
That did not occur in the dog. When the 
prostate interfered with urination it did so_ by 
tending to act as a ball valve in the pelvis when 
the animal strained, occluding not only the 
urethra but in many cases the rectum as well. 
At the same time there were many cases in 
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which the lesion, macroscopically, at any rate, 
simply appeared to be a hyperplasia. A clue 
to the value of castration in cases of prostatic 
hyperplasia was to be found in the fact that in 
cases of testicular hypoplasia in aged dogs it 
was found that there was marked atrophy of 
the prostate, 

Dr. Hare had _ suggested the use the 
bronchoscope for the diagnosis of  verminous 
bronchitis in sheep and cattle. He did not 
attempt to pass a tube down the trachea unless 
the animal was under a general anaesthetic. He 
would say that by intravenous injection of 
nembutal one could satisfactorily anaesthetise a 
calf with perfect safety. 

He did not propose to say very much about 
the subject of Stuttgart disease versus nephritis, 
because Mr. King had left and _ Professor 
Wooldridge was not present that evening. It 
was down as the care of a paper at the next 
Congress of the N.V.M.A. Dr. Hare himself had 
done much to enlighten them on that matter and 
also upon the condition which had been called 
“haemorrhagic gastro-enteritis but which was 
probably some form of shock similar to 
anaphylaxis. : 

In reply to Mr. Stewart, he did not speak of 
the ophthalmoscope: as yet, he was a novice with 
that instrument. One would require a great deal 
of experience before one could express an 
opinion on the fundus of the eye, the optic disc 
and the retina. One difficulty in the dog was 
that the moment one illuminated the fundus and 
the optic disc came into view, the animal moved 
its eye and you had to fiddle about again, the 

rocess continuing indefinitely. They were just 
eslaaing to get some picture in their minds of 
the normal fundus: that was as far as they had 
gone. 

In ulceration of the turbinate bones of the 
horse the rhinoscope would ——— be of great 
value, but it had not been his good fortune to 
employ it yet. For the dog, the tube that they 
would have to use for such a purpose would, 
he thought, be one 3 inches long and_ with 
a diameter of 2 to 3 mm., and having a 
window on one side—rather similar to the one 
they used in the vagina: by turning, they might 
possibly see something behind the turbinates or 
ethmoid, even in the dog. 


ULSTER HORSE BREEDING BILL 


Moving the second reading of the Horse 
Breeding Bill in the Northern Ireland Parliament, 
Sir Basil Brooke, the Minister of Agriculture, 
said that powers were sought to enable ‘the 
Ministry to exercise licensing control over all 
stallions of two years old and upwards. “ We 
are satisfied,” he said, “that animals of a low 
grade between two and three years old are being 
used for stud purposes. This practice presents 
an appreciable obstacle’ in the way of the 
Ministry’s efforts to secure and maintain an 
improved standard of horses bred in Northern 
Ireland.” The Horse Breeding Act of 1926 only 
provides for the licensing of stallions over three 
years old. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


* * * * * 


A four-year-old heifer, Pride de St. Methode, 
owned by a Quebec dairy farmer. is the holder 
of the Canadian milk record. This cow gave 
18,751 Ib. of milk, and produced 862 Ib. of butter- 
fat in 365 days, which is believed to be a world 
record, 
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The Proposed Compulsory 


Pasteurisation of Milk 
Debate in the House of Lords 


GOVERNMENT PROMISE OF LONG-TERM MILK 
LEGISLATION 


In connection with the applications which are 
being made by the Boroughs of Glasgow and 
Poole for powers compulsorily to pasteurise all 
milk sold within their areas, we reproduce 
below the debate on this matter which took 
place in the House of Lords on Tuesday last, 
when the Poole Corporation Bill was read a 
second time. 

Lord CraANwortn moved that it be an instruc- 
tion to the committee to which the Bill might 
be referred to delete Clause 21, relating to “ bye- 
laws or to pasteurisation, etc., of milk.” He said 
that the proposal in this Bill raised a matter of 
national importance, and he had always under- 
stood it to be fundamental that a matter of 
general principle should never be brought for- 
ward in a private Bill. Such powers as were 
asked for in this Bill had never been given before 
in England. If Parliament granted these powers 
in this case it could not logically refuse them 
in any other. It was admitted by Poole Corpora- 
tion that the real reason for including this clause 
in the Bill was the recent outbreak of typhoid 
fever at Bournemouth. This appeared to be 
panic legislation, and for that reason alone it 
was to be deprecated. 

He had been unable to find out whether it 
really was milk that was responsible for the 
outbreak of typhoid at Bournemouth, but his 
informants locally said that in their opinion it 
was not. There might be a case for prohibiting 
the sale of unclean milk unless it had been 
pasteurised, but there was an equally good case 
for saying that if clean milk was available it 
should not be pasteurised at all. It was nowa- 
days easier to get pasteurised milk than non- 
pasteurised milk. 

Lord Marks said that milk might be clean but 
not safe. Poole Corporation sought to make 
milk not only clean but safe. The clause in 
question did not make it compulsory on_ the 
whole of the persons supplying the milk that 
it should) be pasteurised. Poole Corporation 
were seeking to see that the milk of the children, 
the food of the children, was safe, and if it 
was not safe they could call upon those con- 
cerned to adopt some means that would 
effectually remedy the trouble. 

Their lordships had already given a second 
reading to the Glasgow Corporation Bill, which 
contained a clause similar to this. The Ministry 
of Health had received from municipalities 44 
resolutions in favour of Clause 21 of the Poole 
Bill. The investigation by a Committee of the 
House and the proposal contained in this Bill 
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might form a useful background for general 
legislation at a later date. They had experienced 
exceptional trouble and they were asking for 
exceptional relief, without waiting for general 
legislation. 

LONG-TERM POLICY 


Viscount HALriFAx, Lord Privy Seal, said that 
the proposal in this Bill, that milk must be 
pasteurised before it was sold, did not affect 
Poole alone but raised certain general considera- 
tions which the House must have in mind. He 
agreed that the health of the people must be 
the first and the last consideration and that the 
question of vested interests did not arise. But 
in matters of this sort they must be none the 
less concerned to see that measures designed to 
promote health were wisely devised. In 1934 
the Economic Advisory Council’s Committee on 
Cattle Diseases, presided over by Sir Frederick 
Hopkins, referred to this subject of pasteurisa- 
tion in its report. The committee made certain 
recommendations which did not correspond with 
the proposals which were put before the House 
in the Poole Bill. 


The Bill was not opposed on petition, but 
he understood that it was the intention of the 
Chairman of Standing Committees, under the 
powers conferred on him by the Standing Orders, 
to refer the Bill to a Select Committee of the 
House in order that the proposals as to pasteur- 
isation might be examined. In the view of the 
Government, such an inquiry as that would be 
unsatisfactory and probably inconclusive. In 
their view such an inquiry ought not to be 
held in connection with any particular locality; 
the question must and could only be considered 
as a general question affecting the country as a 
whole. Moreover, the inquiry would necessarily 
be lengthy and if it was as exhaustive as it should 
be the cost would be heavy and ought not to 
be allowed to fall on a single locality. 

In these circumstances the Government had 
reviewed the whole matter, and he was 
authorised to announce that it was their inten- 
tion to bring forward long-term legislation 
dealing with milk policy generally in the near 
future. In this connection the Government would 
examine the question of pasteurisation in the 
light of all the evidence that was available with 


a view to deciding whether or not it would be _ 


in the public interest, with due regard to 
the interests of the milk industry, to include 
provisions with regard to it in their legislative 
proposals. When these proposals were brought 
forward Parliament would have an opportunity 
of examining them in a more satisfactory way 
than was possible at present. 

He agreed with Lord Cranworth that a ques- 
tion such as pasteurisation would be more 
appropriately dealt with in general rather than 
in local legislation. Consequently it would not 
be the wish of the Government that any 
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provisions to enforce it should be admitted in 
a private Bill during the present session. 

The Government recognised the special and 
exceptional reasons which the Corporation of 
Poole had for seeking to protect their milk 
supply—owing to the anxiety which had arisen 
from the deplorable outbreak of fever in the 
neighbourhood. But he was advised by those 
who had made a careful examination of this 
matter that there was no reason for supposing 
that the causes of the epidemic were such as 
would be likely to lead to a recurrence of the 
outbreak. There was, therefore, no reason for 
supposing that in the absence of compulsory 
pasteurisation the population of Poole would be 
in a different position as regarded the possibility 
of infected milk from that of persons in any 
other part of the country. It did not appear 
to the Government that, pending general legisla- | 
tion, there was any necessity to make special 
provision in the case of Poole to prevent a 
recurrence of this unhappy trouble. For these 
reasons he would support Lord Cranworth’s 
motion. 

The EARL oF ONSLOW said it was more 
expedient that the matter should be dealt with 
by way of a public Bill. 


Lorp DAwson’s VIEW 

Viscount DAwson oF PENN said it was surely 
right that in political science as in other sciences 
they should proceed by way of experiment. The 
Poole experiment would have been a_ very 
valuable one, but one was forced to be influenced 
by the question of cost. It it was to be such a® 
costly matter he could see the force of the 
argument for waiting for a general measure, But 
they had not had any indication as to how long 
it would be before that general measure came 
into force. The matter had been under consider- 
ation for the whole of this century. Milk might 
be clean and yet be infected. It might be 
infected and yet clean. If they were not going 
to have efficient pasteurisation, then do not let 
them have it at all. There was an overwhelming 
body of evidence in every civilised country that 
pasteurisation was an eflitient means of prevent- 
ing the conveyance of certain infectious diseases, 
The mortality from tuberculosis had declined, 
but there had not been the improvement with 
regard to the bovine type of infection that there 
had been concerning the human form of 
infection, 

The numerous epidemics of recent years 
which had been caused by infected milk left 
no doubt about the urgency of the problem. He 
agreed that if they could secure pure milk from 
healthy herds and avoid pasteurisation that 
would be the ideal way of dealing with this 
question; but there were immense technical and 
financial difficulties about this ideal method. 
There was no means of knowing when a healthy 
milk cow in a protected herd might become 
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tuberculous. For this other’ reasons 
protected herds could only be few in number 
and could only exist where conditions were 
very favourable. Even if they could be certain 
of getting milk that was free from tubercle 
bacilli when obtained from the cow it was 
always prone to infection by handling after its 
withdrawal, Many of the epidemics that had 
occurred were due to infection of milk after it 
had been taken from the cow. 

He saw no other way of dealing with this 
vital health question than by having a properly 
organised and controlled system of pasteurising 
milk. That was the only way in which they 
could hope to eliminate this source of peril. He 
agreed that it would be a change of practice 
if producer-retailers had to pasteurise their milk, 
but they could imitate Denmark and go in for 
co-operation. Or, if necessary, they could be 
compensated in some way; this would be a 
very small price to pay for doing away with 
the death-rate which we had to face at present. 
He could not see what good it was to spend 
vast sums of money on health services while 
leaving this bad sore open year after year. It 
was a waste of money to keep on doing this. 
He regretted that for reasons which he was 
bound to accept these experiments could not be 
tried at Poole and Glasgow, so that experience 
might be gained pending the Government’s 
general legislation. He thougit that ine general 
legislation would have been helped by _ these 
local experiments, 

Lord Marks said that, in view of the fact 
e@that if the Bill now went to committee it would 
be converted into an opposed Bill, with the cost 
which that would) mean, Poole Corporation 
would be satisfied if the Bill was passed as it 
stood with an instruction to the committee that 
Clause 21 be deleted. (Hear, hear.) 

The motion was agreed to, 


Lord Lymington’s Memorandum 


With reference to the question of 
pasteurisation of milk, we print below a 
memorandum circulated by Lord Lymington to 
members of the House of Lords, together with 
a letter from Sir Arnold Wilson which appeared 
in The Times of January 27th, 1937. 


The Poole Borough Council are promoting a 
Bill in Parliament, one clause of which could 
compel the pasteurisation of all milk supplied in 
any part of Poole. — 

At a meeting of the Dorsetshire County Council 
strong opposition to this proposal was expressed, 
and a resolution to oppose the Bill was carried 
by 38 votes to eight. 

A study of the speeches made at the meeting 
of the Poole Borough Council, and also 
at the meeting of the Dorsetshire County Council 
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when the matter was considered, indicates that 
the advocates of compulsory pasteurisation have 
simply accepted the views of medical officials, 
such as the Medical Officer of Health for the 
Borough of Poole, and have not gone into the 
matter for themselves. 

This seems also the attitude of a large number 
of public men and also of the majority of medical 
officers of health. They merely repeat what they 
have been told and do not investigate the 
subject. Recently Lord Leverhulme declared that 
one-sixth of the cases of tuberculosis were due 
to the bovine germ conveyed in raw milk. 
Neither he nor his audience were apparently 
aware that this statement has no basis what- 
ever. It is a sheer guess founded on certain 
figures got out at random by a medical investi- 
gator in 1931. It is monstrous that raw milk 
should be blamed for tuberculosis when there 
is not one atom of proof that milk has had any 
hand whatever in the causation of that disease. 


A considerable number of students of the sub- 
ject maintain that there is no real difference 
between the human and the bovine germ of 
tuberculosis, that these germs are not the exciting 
cause of the disease but merely accompany it 
and that possibly they are even beneficial. They 
point out that tuberculosis is found most 
frequently where there is extreme poverty result- 
ing in poor nutrition, exposure to damp and 
fog, insufficient clothing, over-crowding and bad 
housing. Medical men who have exercised an 
independent judgment have pointed out that the 
presence or absence of tuberculosis in a district 
is not conditioned by the quality of the milk 
consumed but by the conditions under which 
the people live. 

The so-called germs of tuberculosis are found 
in pasteurised milk as well as in unpasteurised 
milk. The experience of Dr. Barnardo’s Homes 
shows that there was a good deal more tuber- 
culosis amongst the children when they drank 
pasteurised milk than when raw milk was 
substituted. The condition of their teeth also 
improved considerably. 

The latest argument in favour of compulsory 
pasteurisation is the Bournemouth, Christchurch 
and Poole typhoid outbreak, which an official 
of the Ministry of Health alleged was due to the 
consumption of raw milk. No proof whatever 
of this statement has been produced and it only 
rests on the fact that a number of the first cases 
had consumed milk from one particular dairy. 
But even if the milk was to blame for the out- 
break, it must have’ been contaminated 
somewhere and surely the proper course to take 
was to find out where it was contaminated and 
do away with this possibility, not to cover up 
possible contamination by heating it for half an 
hour. 

A considerable number of Bournemouth resi- 
dents have repeatedly complained that the 
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Administration by subcutaneous 
injection. 


Mane 30 cc 


ENDOCRINES- 
SPICER LTD. 


WATFORD 
HERTS. 


GREENOSAN 


“ VETERINARY ” TABLETS © 


The tablets are also useful as ‘& general tonic in 
the convalescent period following operations. 
Modern research has shown that certain forms 
of sterility follow as a result of vitamin 
deficiency. Greenosan Veterinary Tablets wi!l 
be found to be useful in these cases, and they 
will have a marked effect upon the health of 
both dam and progeny. 

Full details and a testing ag A will gladly be sent free 


by the Sole Distributors—C. L. Bencard (1934) Ltd., 
Endersleigh Gardens, Hendon, London, N.W.4. 


| 
7 


vi. THE VETERINARY RECORD. May Ist, 1937. 


VETERINARY ANTIBACSYN 


is the ideal treatment 


for ALL FORMS OF 
SEPSIS 


Ready for Immediate Use — 
—Safe — 


"Wholly British'— 


—DISTEMPERS 


Acriflavine is a well-known 
. e e | If you are interested in prophylaxis and 
antise ptic recognised by treatment send for literature describing 
Medical and _ Veterinary 
Authorities Canine Distemper 


Products 
/ssued to Veterinary Surgeons only 
Prepared at: 


THE WELLCOME PHYSIOLOGICAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES 


ACRIFLAVINE 
( BURROUGHS WELLCOME & Co. 
LONDEN, E.C.1 


SNOW BUILDINGS, 


PESSARIES | — 


are of guaran composition THE VETERINARY RESEARCH 
and = inval LABORATORIES 
288 Finchley Road, London, N.W.3. 


Vaginitis, Whites and all abnormal 
discharges from the Vagina. 


Director ; TOM HARE, M.D., B.V.SC., M.R.C.V.S. 
- Asst. Director: A. B. ORR, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. 


From Special Terms Laboratory Services undertaken for 
B =" to the Members of the Veterinary Profession 
Veterinary Agglutination Tests, Post-Mortems, Tuberculin, 
0 - Profession. Synthetic Tuberculin, Autogenous Vaccines, Stock 
D Vaccines. 
a i Samples of Milk, Blood, Urine, Faces, Pus, 
or, Boots Veterinary Dept. Nottingham amples of Mill, Blood, Urine, Faces, Pus 
Telephone : Telegrams : 
Hampstead 1689. Birdlabo, Haver, Lendon. 


BOOTS PURE DRUG CO., LTD., NOTTM. 


shadow 
| | meres SIO of dog bt 
| jh that 
LOSE 
| 


May Ist, 1937. 


method of sewage disposal is an insanitary one, 
seeing that the tides wash sewage up on to the 
sands at certain times of the day. They also 
maintain that the borough has grown to such an 
extent that the sewers are incapable of the work 
laid upon them. No public inquiry has ever 
been made into this allegation and the Anti- 
Typhoid League, which was formed last October, 
has been muzzled by an agreement with the 
Corporation not to pursue its investigations in 
public. 

But even those who are convinced that the 
recent outbreak of typhoid fever was due to the 
consumption of raw milk have no justification 
for their belief that pasteurisation would have 
prevented the outbreak. The town of Montreal 
had a very severe epidemic of typhoid fever 
from March 1st to June 28th, 1927. There were 
4,755 cases with 453 deaths. A number of 
investigators considered that the epidemic was 
due to infection of milk delivered by the 
Montreal Dairy Company. The milk supplied by 
this company and its associate, the National 
Dairy Company, was pasteurised milk. There 
are over 40 pasteurisation plants in the City of 
Montreal so that very little milk could have been 
distributed in Montreal without being pasteurised. 

Gn June 25th, 1927, The Medical Officer quoted 
from a circular letter addressed by the Surgeon- 
General of the United States Public Health Ser- 
vice to all State Health Officers and others 
concerned, in which it was declared that the 
source of the infection in the epidemic of 
typhoid fever at Montreal “ has been attributed 
by the Canadian Health Authorities to a typhoid 
carrier in the person of the foreman of a large 
milk pasteurising plant in Montreal.” 

The British Medical Journal admitted that 
there had been some initial uncertainty as to 
the source of the epidemic and that doubt was 
at first expressed as to the water supply. It was 
stated that the distribution of the disease 
corresponded very closely with the area supplied 
by a certain milk distributing company. But 
subsequently the British Medical Journal stated 
that the disease was distributed over the greater 
part of the area of the city, with much more 
concentration in proportion to population of 
some sections than in others. A sanitary staff 
took charge of the milk plant on May 21st but 
the epidemic continued for at least another five 
weeks, 

This epidemic showed (1) that the existence 
of 40 pasteurisation plants in the City of Montreal 
did not prevent a terrible epidemic of typhoid 
fever in 1927; (2) that at first there was no 
suggestion of inefficient pasteurisation but an 
allegation that the foreman at a pasteurising plant 
was a typhoid carrier; (3) that many people did 
not believe that the milk supply caused the 
epidemic but attributed it to impure water or 
ineffective drainage; (4) that the epidemic con- 
tinued for at least five weeks after city sanitary 
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officials had been put in charge of the pasteuris- 
ing plant. 

Some years ago there was a scarlet fever out- 
break in Glasgow attributed to milk distributed 
by a company that pasteurised their supplies. 
On investigation it was stated that there had been 
a breakdown at one point in the pasteurising 
plant. 

The most emphatic advocates of compulsory 
pasteurisation are the representatives of large 
milk distributing companies who could get a 
further strangle-hold over the milk industry 
through the enforcement of this method of deal- 
ing with milk, 

Sir Arnold Wilson has shown in The Times 
that the tuberculosis death-rate has fallen more 
in counties where practically all the milk con- 
sumed is unpasteurised, than in districts where 
the bulk of the supplies are pasteurised, 

Before Parliament accedes to the request of 
the Borough of Poole a thorough investigation 
should be made of the whole matter. Those who 
accuse raw milk of causing tuberculosis should 
be made to prove their accusation. They have 
never done so. It would be a monstrous injustice 
to thousands of small dairy farmers and milk 
distributors if pasteurisation were made compul- 
sory in this country. 

LYMINGTON. 


LETTER FROM SIR ARNOLD WILSON TO “ THE TIMES” 
ON JANUARY 277TH, 1937. 


Sir,—As the retiring President of the National 
Council of Milk Recording Societies, I feel that 
the letter of the President of the Society of 
Medical Officers of Health of yesterday should 
not go unchallenged. He quotes an “ estimate” 
that 2,000 to 2,500 persons, mainly children, die 
in this country annually of tuberculosis of bovine 
origin. This “estimate” dates from 1931 and 
is statistically worthless, being, as the Cattle 
Diseases Committee stated, based upon a small 
number of cases investigated over a period of 
years which were “probably not a random 
sample.” The total deaths from tuberculosis of 
all kinds in 1935 unger 15 years was 2,643 
(Registrar-General’s Report Table 24, 1935), and 
to ascribe 500 to bovine tuberculosis would 
probably be an over-statement. 

The death-rate from tuberculosis has been 
shown by the Registrar-General to,be very closely 
connected with over-crowding; by other authori- 
tative investigations to be closely related to 
nutrition. It has fallen of recent years beyond 
all expectation, but it remains uniformly lower 
in rural areas, where all milk is drunk raw, 
than in cities, where all milk is pasteurised. 

The protection afforded by heat-treatment— 
namely, pasteurisation—at present at all events, 
is illusory, as is shown by Sir Weldon Dalrymple 
Champneys’ official report and by the Annual 
Report of the Medical Officer of Health of Bootle, 
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for 1935. He found that of 13 samples of milk 
from two licensed plants of modern design 
crected in 1934, only eight came up to the 
official standard. The highest rates of tuber- 
culosis are in areas where no raw milk is drunk, 
As to other disease, the Cattle Diseases Com- 
mittee reported that the available evidence as 
to the importance of milk in spreading infectious 
diseases was “ not conclusive.” 

The same committee reported that the reduc- 
tion of the vilamin C content of milk due to 
pasteurisation may have serious effects on young 
children if uncorrected by the addition of fruit 
juice. Oranges and lemons are more costly now 
than for many years: they find no place in the 
Official Cost of Living Index. 

asteurisation is supported by the whole 
weight of great commercial interests, who can- 
not dispense with it, but all available evidence 
suggests that its value as a safeguard against 
disease is small; the real danger is malnutrition 
of man, and of the animals and land by which 
they live. The infant mortality in Toronto, where 
all milk is pasteurised, is double that of Victoria 
and Vancouver, where raw milk is mainly used; 
the former claims to have the lowest infant death 
rate in the world. Dr. Engelbreth, of Copen- 
hagen, has shown that the Danish countries in 
which tuberculosis is greatest are those in which 
the eradication of tuberculosis in cattle has been 
‘arried farthest (Norse Medical Journal, Septem- 
ber, 1934). He records that the increased use 
of tuberculin-tested milk in Copenhagen has been 
followed by a rise in deaths of children under 
five from tuberculosis. 

I beg the President of the Society of Medical 
Officers of Health to use the great influence of 
his Society in procuring a fresh impartial 
examination of this immense problem preferably 
by a Royal Commission, with ample funds at 
its disposal, which might eventually reach a 
conclusion based upon. scientific examination 
of all the facts, 

Your obedient servant, 
ARNOLD WILSON. 

Wynches, 

Much Hadham., 

January 24th, 1937. 


We have published the foregoing letter and 
memorandum in order to keep our readers 
informed of the controversy raging over the 
question of milk pasteurisation, but inasmuch 
is many of the views expressed are at variance 
with well-established scientific fact we feel 
impelled to add the following commentary. 

Our readers, being familiar with the immense 
amount of scientific work which has_ been 
carried out on the problem of tuberculosis, will 
realise that no competent worker could be found 
to support the contentions that tuberculosis: is 
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not caused by the tubercle bacillus, that there 
is no real difference between the human and 
bovine types of this organism and that milk 
containing tubercle bacilli is harmless to man. 

They will also realise that in dealing with 
the effect of raw or pasteurised milk upon the 
incidence of human tuberculosis the statistical 
examination must be restricted to a considera- 
tion of tuberculosis of the non-pulmonary type. 
Tubercle bacilli of the bovine type rarely 
cause tuberculosis of the lungs, but they 
are responsible for much of the tuberculosis of 
other organs. In dealing with this question the 
Cattle Diseases Committee of the Economic 
Advisory Council, after thorough consideration 
of the results obtained by many workers in 
different parts of the country working continu- 
ously over the period since the Royal Commis- 
sion on Tuberculosis in 1901, calculated that in 
the year 1931 about 2,600 deaths and over 6,000 
fresh cases of tuberculosis were caused by the 
bovine type of the tubercle bacillus in Great 
Britain alone. Sir Arnold Wilson, in his letter, 
claims that the death rate from tuberculosis is 
“uniformly lower in rural areas where all milk 
is drunk raw, than in cities, where all milk is 
pasteurised.” The only legitimate comparison of 
the effect of pasteurisation is to compare the 
death rates for such areas from non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. If this is done, the inaccuracy of 
Sir Arnold’s statement is readily shown. Even 
where no allowance is made for the fact that 
all non-pulmonary tuberculosis is not of bovine 
origin, it is found that in 1935 the crude death 
rate in the rural areas of England and Wales 
from non-pulmonary tuberculosis was 114 per 
million, while in London, where the bulk of the 
milk is heat treated, it was only 86 per million. 

Similarly, in this connection, the comparison 
made by Sir Arnold between infant 
mortality in Toronto and that of Victoria 
and Vancouver is invalid, for infant mortality 
is dependent upon large number of; 
factors other than the milk. Further, in this 
comparison, another of his statements is in- 
correct, for, according to the Report of the 
Canadian Public Health Association the milk of 
‘ictoria and Vancouver is not mainly drunk 
‘aw, as no less than 838 per cent, in Victoria 
and 89 per cent. in Vancouver is actually 
pasteurised. Certain valuable facts are avail- 
able, however, concerning the incidence of the 
two types of tuberculosis amongst children in 
Toronto, for a special enquiry has recently been 
made into the types of infecting bacillus in 300 
children suffering from non-pulmonary tuber- 
culosis in the Hospital for Sick Children in that 
city. Fifteen per cent. of these children were 
found to be infected with the bacillus of bovine 
type and every one of them had come from 
districts of Ontario where milk was not 
pasteurised, None of the children brought up 
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in Toronto itself, where pasteurisation has been 
compulsory since 1915, was suffering from 
infection of the bovine type. This enquiry 
thus affords excellent testimony to the beneficial 
effect of pasteurisation, for 26 per cent. of the 
pooled samples of raw milk coming into the 
town contained tubercle bacilli prior to pasteur- 
isation. 

The outbreak in Montreal referred to by Lord 
Lymington is one of those exceptional outbreaks 
that has occurred when milk has been bulked 
and distributed, either with or without pasteur- 
isation, under the supervision of a_ typhoid 
carrier or carrier of the causal organism of 
some other disease such as scarlet fever. Such 
outbreaks as this may occur upon occasion so 
long as strict supervision of the design and the 
mode of operation of pasteurising plants is not 
in force and so long as no real control is 
exercised over the health of the operators. 
Compulsory pasteurisation, with its consequent 
thorough control of all pasteurising plants and 
personnel, would avoid the occurrence of such 
a catastrophe. The Montreal outbreak is not a 
fact to be used in argument against pasteurisa- 
tion, but against the inadequate control of 
pasteurisation plants. In the case of Montreal 
the enquiry showed that there is little doubt 
that the milk was infected after the heat treat- 
ment, insufficient care being exercised against 
post-pasteurisation contamination. 

With reference to the statement concerning 
Dr. Barnardo’s Homes, we know of no published 
figures on the incidence of tuberculosis in these 
institutions but would be glad to have them and 
to learn on what evidence the statement is 
based. ‘ 

Perhaps we might conclude with the assertion 
that the case for pasteurisation is scientifically 
unanswerable. It must be remembered that the 
milk supply of this country is frequently in- 
fected, not only with tubercle bacilli, but with 
other bacteria harmful to man, originating 
sometimes from the cow and sometimes from 
those who handle’the milk. Brief reference may 
he made to four of the more recent larger 
outbreaks of milk-borne disease in this country. 
In 1919 over 1,000 families in Brighton and 
Hove were affected with septic sore throat, 
resulting in 65 deaths; in 1931 an outbreak of 


paratyphoid fever, with at least 260 cases, 


occurred at Epping; in 1935 an epidemic of 
scarlet fever and sore throat at Chelmsford 
gave rise to 1,600 cases; and in the Bourne- 
mouth outbreak of typhoid fever in 1936 the 
resident population alone had 500 cases and 50 
deaths. In the near future we propose to publish 
an annotation giving fuller details of the many 
milk-borne epidemics of recent years and to 
make reference elsewhere to the economic and 
nutritive value arguments used in this con- 
troversy, 
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Milk for Human 
Consumption 


NE of the main conclusions contained in the 

First Report of the Advisory Committee on 
Nutrition, reviewed elsewhere in this number, 
is that ‘from the health standpoint there is no 
other single measure which would do more to 
improve the health, development and resistance 
to disease of the rising generation than a 
largely increased consumption of safe milk by 
mothers, children and adolescents.” The report 
gives much attention to the value of the nutri- 
tive qualities of milk and milk products but it 
is always associated with a final insistence that 
the milk must be safe. In the Report of the 
Reorganisation Commission for Great Britain 
on Milk (1936) it is stated that ‘“‘as a matter 
of national importance every practicable step 
should be taken to increase the production of 
liquid milk. There are a number of factors 
that influence the level of consumption, the 
most important of which are probably price in 
relation to purchasing power, the safety of the 
supply from the point of view of health and 
the public taste for and the appreciation of 
milk.” We could multiply considerably these 
excerpts from reports by authoritative bodies 
insisting upon the high nutritive value of milk, 
but invariably this insistence is accompanied 
by the important reservation that the milk must 
be safe. Yet, as the British Medical Journal 
asserts in a recent editorial, which we publish 
in full elsewhere, “no one who has taken the 
trouble to ascertain the facts is under any 
delusion about the unsatisfactory quality of the 
nation’s milk supply.” * 

In the production of a clean, safe milk there 
are two problems which, although overlapping 
to some extent, are nevertheless entirely dis- 
tinet. The first is the problem of pnsuring that 
the milk does not contain harmful micro- 
organisms arising from animal sources, while 
the second is that of making certain that the 
clean, safe milk so produced does not become 
contaminated from human or other sources on 
its way to the consumer. The first problem is 
essentially one for the agriculturalist and 
veterinarian and consists in improving the 
health and quality of the dairy herds of the 
country. The veterinary profession has every 
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confidence that, given the opportunity, it will 
be able to effect the improvement of herds to 
such an extent that the risk of conveying to 
man diseases of animal origin by way of milk 
will become negligible. 

But during recent years it has been shown 
clearly that even when herds have been so 
improved there still remains grave danger of 
outbreaks of milk-borne disease amongst 
humans. There have been many such epidemics, 
including such diseases as scarlet fever, 
septic sore throat, typhoid fever, para- 
typhoid fever, dysentery, diphtheria and 
food poisoning, which have caused much illness 
and many deaths. In these instances the 
infection has been shown to have been carried 
by the milk and to have gained access to this 
fluid ultimately from some human source and 
generally during the distribution of the milk, 
though in the case of septic sore throat the 
cow actually becomes infected. To ignore such 
dangers would lay our medical colleagues open 
to charges of professional incompetence and it 
is natural, therefore, that medical officers of 
health should be so insistent upon the need for 
pasteurisation. In Circular 1,519 issued by the 
Ministry of Health to Maternity and Child 
Welfare Authorities (England) it is stated: “* In 
those cases in which liquid milk is supplied, the 
Minister considers that wherever possible the 
authority should provide a supply of efficiently 
pasteurised milk.” But while insisting on 
pasteurising milk our medical colleagues, save 
a few, are equally insistent that the “ cleaning 
up” of the herds must continue, and we, for our 
part, feel that provided this policy be pursued 
with unabated vigour the actual steps taken by 
the medical officer of health to ensure the final 
safety of the milk for the consumer are for him 
alone to decide. In fact, in such countries as 
Denmark and the United States of America 
many producers are equally insistent upon even 
their best milk being pasteurised: such a step 
increases the confidence of the consumer and so 
the sales of the milk, and also saves the public 
from blaming erroneously the cow and _ the 
producer when in fact the milk has been 
infected subsequently from human sources. 

To declaim against pasteurisation on the 
ground that some pasteurisers are inefficient is 
not germane to the issue. The solution of this 
problem is one for the medical profession and 
they, no doubt, will have to implement some 
control over both the machines and their attend- 
ants. In this they are helped by the knowledge 
that several thoroughly efficient machines are 
now available. 


We cannot do better than conclude with a 
s cond quotation from the editorial referred to 
above. “No antagonism exists, or ought to 
exist,” says the British Medical Journal, “ be- 
tween pasteurisation on the one hand and the 
production of clean milk and the eradication of 
disease from the herds on the other.” With this 
we entirely agree and we can only hope that 
the producer, the distributor, the veterinarian 
and the medical officer will jointly urge the 
vigorous prosecution of schemes for the eradica- 
tion of disease from our herds and for the final 
safeguarding of the milk thus produced by 
efficient pasteurisation. In the face of such 
collaboration there should be no room for 
suspicions that the medical profession has less 
wish than ourselves to see disease eradicated 
from our herds. Once the public realises that 
milk is in fact safe, its consumption is more 
likely to reach the figures recommended by the 
Advisory Committee on Nutrition and a more 
prosperous agriculture is likely to ensue. 


REPORT 


Food suit 


First Report of Advisory Committee 
on Nutrition 


The Ministry of Health have recently pub- 
lished the First Report* of the Government's 
Advisory Committee on Nutrition. The Minister 
of Health, Sir Kingsley Wood, in an accom- 
panying statement, announces the steps that are 
to be taken to implement the recommendations 
of the committee, 


The Chairman of the committee (which was 
appointed by the Minister of Health and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland jointly) is Lord 
Luke and the membership includes a number of 
leading scientific experts on the subject, e.£.. 
Professor Catheart, Sir F. Gowland Hopkins, 
Professor EK. Mellanby and Sir John Orr. The 
terms of reference are :— 

“To inquire into the facts, quantitative 
and qualitative, in relation to the diet of 
the people, and to report as to any changes 
therein which appear desirable in the light 
of modern advances in the knowledge of 
nutrition.” 

The committee state that they believe this to 
be the first occasion in history that a compre- 
hensive survey of the diet of a whole nation 
has been set on foot by any Government. 


*Obtainable from the Stationery Office or 
through any bookseller, price 1s, 
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH 

The committee, while emphasising that the 
science of nutrition is still in its infancy and 
that their own investigations are very far from 
completed, state that, by the application of 
existing knowledge to human _ diets, better 
physique and health can be obtained and 
resistance to disease increased. 

In a brief review of the last quarter-of-a- 
century, the committee point to the great 
improvement in public health, including the 
lower incidence of deficiency diseases such as 
rickets, the steady improvement of the physique 
of school children and the fall in the general 
death rate, the infant mortality rate and the 
death rate from tuberculosis. The consumption 
per head of most foodstuffs, especially those of 
greatest nutritional value, has progressively 
increased, and ‘the diet of the people is 
now more in conformity with physiological 
principles than it was in pre-war years.” The 
committee state that this progress is in part 
due to the educational work on nutrition carried 
out under the auspices of the Health and 
Education Departments and in part to the 
careful attention given by local authorities 
during the past decade, particularly to the state 


of nutrition of mothers and children, and to the: 


provision of milk, meals and other supplements 
free or at a reduced cost. Much, the committee 
say, has been achieved, but much still remains 
to be done before the general health and 
physique of the population reach the optimum 
level, and further improvement in diet will play 
an important part in attaining this end. The 
committee record their opinion that what is 
needed is that everyone, and especially, 
expectant and nursing mothers and young 
children, should have included in their dietary 
sufficient amounts of the protective foods, of 
which the most important are milk and milk 
products, green vegetables, fruit and eggs. 
Tue NATIONAL DIETARY 

In the light of statistics of national food 
consumption, the report compares the quantities 
of the food available with the “ optimum 
standards” of nutrition suggested by the 
Technical Commission of the League of Nations, 
with whose findings, subject to minor reserva- 
tions, the committee agree. They find that the 


national dietary contains sufficient energy- 


giving foods for the whole population and that 
probably all, except a relatively small fraction 
of the population, are obtaining the full amount 
of calories they require; they observe also that 
the increased consumption of fat in recent years 
suggests that there is no aggregate deficiency 
of this constituent in the national dietary, 
though there is some deficiency in the diets of 
the very poorest. Nor do their investigations 
reveal a shortage of total protein, though there 
may be some shortage of the more important 
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animal protein in the diets of the poorest 
section of the community. 


MILK 


The committee, however, “ regard the con- 
sumption of a sufficient quantity of milk as the 
key to proper nutrition ” and they call attention 
to their previous Memorandum on the Nutritive 
Value of Milk and to the fact that consumption 
of milk is much below the recommended stan- 
dards. The consumption of liquid milk per head, 
unlike that of other foods, has slightly declined 
since before the War, and though the decline 
has been approximately offset by increased 
consumption of dried and condensed milk, “ it 
remains true that consumption of milk in all 
forms per head of the population is too low.” 

The average daily consumption of milk per 
head should, in the committee’s view, be about: 
two pints for expectant and nursing mothers, 
from one to two pints for children, and not less 
than half-a-pint for the rest of the population; 
this is equivalent to about seven-eighths-of-a- 
pint per day per head of the whole population. 
At the present time the consumption of milk in 
all forms is about half-a-pint per day per head 
—only 60 per cent, of the suggested amount, 
and much lower than that of many other 
countries, and the committee say that we cannot 
remain indifferent to the under-consumption of 
a foodstuff so important in a country so 
eminently suited for milk production. 

Milk, the committee records with emphasis, 
is the most complete food known and there is no 
single step which would do more to improve the 
health and resistance to disease of the rising 
generation than a largely increased consump- 
tion of safe milk by mothers, children and 
adolescents. It is hoped that in dealing with the 
problem of milk, now and in the future, the 
primary objective of the State will be to ensure 
that a supply of safe milk, to the amount 
recommended, is brought within the purchasing 
power of the poorest. 

The committee also draw attention to the 
high nutritive value of skimmed milk and 
cheese, and refute the* view that the former 
“possesses little or no nutritive value” and 
that all the nourishment in whole milk is 
removed when the fat is abstracted. They 
deplore the wastage of skimmed milk and 
suggest that it would be most cénvenient for 
general use in the dried state. 


OTHER Foops 


Turning to other constituents of a balanced 
diet, the committee advocate an increased con- 
sumption of fruit and green vegetables, and 
also of potatoes—the latter in substitution for 
some of the sugar and highly-milled cereals in 
ordinary diets. They also draw attention to the 
particular value of sea fish, as a source of good 
protein and iodine and other minerals; herring 
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and mackerel, they state, are especially rich in 
vitamins A and D. 
FURTHER INVESTIGATION 

The report is described as a_ preliminary 
survey of the whole field. Further investiga- 
tions have been initiated by the committee in 
connection with family budgets, dietary surveys 
and the distribution of the population according 
to income. Further research is also needed, it 
is stated, to establish a reliable means of 
assessing the state of nutrition of an individual. 


Sir Kingsley Wood’s Statement 


We would agree with Sir Kingsley Wood 
that the First Report of the Ministry’s Advisory 
Committee is the most valuable document that 
has yet been issued on nutrition. The com- 
inittee is most representative and the terms of 
its report are unanimous. The keynote to the 
present report is the advocacy of more balanced 
diets and particularly a largely increased con- 
sumption of safe milk, especially by mothers, 
children and adolescents. 

Sir Kingsley has taken prompt action upon 
receiving the report. “ I am immediately taking 
steps,” he says, “to implement the present 
conclusions of the committee. T have communi- 
eated* with all the maternity and child welfare 
authorities of the country. I am asking them— 
and I desire to pay my tribute to the work that 
so many authorities have already achieved in 
this connection— 


“(1) To review at an early date their 
arrangements under the Maternity and Child 
Welfare Act for the supply of milk and other 
foods, in view of the importance of securing 
that the diet of pregnant and nursing mothers 
contains the proper constituents and that the 
consumption of milk, especially by young chil- 
dren, is increased. Practically all of them have 
already made some arrangements for the supply 
of milk and many also supply other foods, or 
meals, but I am desirous that this important 
matter should be adequately dealt with through- 
out the country. 

* (2) In some areas various limitations have 
hitherto been in operation, and I have pointed 
out to the authorities that it is not desirable to 
adopt any such restrictions as the supply of 
milk to expectant mothers only during the last 
two or three months of pregnancy, or to children 
only up to the age of 18 months or two years, 
but that the arrangements made by each 
authority should enable sufficient milk or other 
food to be given whenever the provision is 
necessary for the maintenance of the health of 
the mother or young child. 


*Ministry of Health Circular 1519, obtainable 
from the Stationery Office or through any book- 
seller, price 1d. 
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“ (3) So far as payment for milk or other 
food supplied is concerned, I am asking the 
authorities also to review the scales of income 
which they at present use for this purpose. 
It is not suggested that there should be any 
departure from the principle that that part of 
the cost which the recipient can reasonably 
afford to pay should be recovered, but it is of 
great importance that the scales should be so 
framed as not to render it difficult for mothers 
to take advantage of the authority’s arrange- 
ments. 

“ (4) So far as liquid milk is concerned, I 
have emphasised that wherever possible the 
authority should provide a supply of efficiently 
pasteurised milk, and that where this is not 
practicable the Medical Officer of Health should 
approve the source and quality of the milk 
supplied. 

“ (5) I have also asked authorities to con- 
sider afresh the question of a properly organised 
system of meals. In some districts arrangements 
formerly made for serving meals have been 
abandoned because it proved difficult to secure 
the attendance of sufficient mothers or young 
children. On the other hand, in certain large 
towns a properly organised system of meals has 


‘proved highly successful. The matter is well 


worth further consideration and no doubt much 
more can be done in certain localities.” 
FURTHER EXCHEQUER ASSISTANCE 

Sir Kingsley Wood said, in conclusion: “I 
know that in some areas local authorities have 
hesitated on grounds of financial stringency to 
develop these services as fully as they desired 
to do. But in areas of this character the 
additional financial assistance which has just 
been afforded by the recently-passed Local 
Government (Financial Provisions) Act pro- 
vides a further reason for an early review by 
the authorities of the existing arrangements. 
The block grants to local authorities have just 
been raised by £5,000,000 to nearly £50,000,000 
a year. The rearranged distribution gives a 
larger share to authorities whose need is the 
greatest. They will therefore be able to con- 
tinue and extend the excellent work they are 
doing in the directions indicated by Lord Luke’s 
committee.” 


More UTILISATION OF THE EXISTING SERVICES 


“ Finally, it will be observed that the com- 
mittee refer in high terms to the provision and 
services already existing in these spheres. They 
are among the best in the world and I feel they 
should be more widely known—for instance, 
whilst the yearly number of expectant mothers 
attending our ante-natal clinics has reached 
nearly 50 per cent. of the number of notified 
births, this figure might, I feel, be still further 
increased. The Ministry and Board of Educa- 
tion are, in co-operation with the Central 
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Council for Health Education, initiating in the 
autumn a nation-wide campaign to make these 
services much better known so that they may 
be more fully utilised. 

“T am also arranging for the officers of my 
Department to discuss with representatives or 
officers of the local authorities any matters 
arising out of the suggestions I have made to 
them in respect of which they may desire 
further information or advice.” 


REVIEW 


| Tuberculin-tested Milk. A Study of Reorgan- 
isation for its Production. R. N. Drxey. 
Agricultural Economics Research Institute, 
Oxford. Pp. 111. 2s, 6d.] 


Milk is acknowledged to be one of the more 
valuable components of the national diet but, 
too often, its value is obscured by its potential 
danger as a source of human disease, particu- 
larly tuberculosis. The “ cleaning up” of the 
milk supply is therefore agreed on all hands to 
be one of the urgent reforms of the day. There 
is, however, considerable divergence of opinion 
on the immediate measures to be adopted. One 
view is that all milk should be pasteurised, the 
other that milk should be obtained from healthy 
cows and sold in the fresh state. 

Mr. Dixey takes the point of view that the 
possibility of the supply of fresh milk from 
healthy cows should be more fully explored as 
an immediate objective and, whilst recognising 
the force of the arguments in favour of pasteur- 
isation, emphasises certain difficulties which 
would have to be overcome in order to ensure 
that pasteurisation was properly carried out, 
and in its application to rural districts. The 
first part of the report, occupying some 30 pages, 
deals with the wider aspect of these issues; the 
second, occupying some 80 pages, deals with the 
extra capital costs of embarking upon the 
production of clean milk from tuberculin-tested 
cows, accompanied by a _ discussion of the 
experiences of individual farmers. 

Records have been obtained of the reorganisa- 
tion undertaken on some 180 farms, distributed 
over the country, which were holding licences 
for the production of certified or grade “A” 


(T.T.) milk, and of the extra capital involved. 


Taken as a whole, this worked out at approxi- 
mately £13 per cow, made up as follows: 
Alterations to cowsheds, etc, £5 to £6; improved 
milk-room accommodation, about £1 4s.; extra 
equipment for washing, sterilising, etc., £2 11s. ; 
and some £3 or £4 involved through the replace- 
ment of reacting cows. Two figures, which 
agreed closely, were obtained for these costs; 
the first from 35 farms where the costs involved 
under each of the above headings could be 
obtained, and the second from the sum of the 
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average cost under each heading, including 
farms where the total costs could not be 
obtained. Details are given for the individual 
farms and show that the costs have varied 
widely, whilst it has been difficult to separate 
those costs which were essential to the produe- 
tion of tuberculin-tested milk from those of the 
general improvements which were made at the 
same time. Nevertheless, the figures given serve 
as a guide to show the probable limits within 
which the costs of any individual farm may fall. 

The discussion of farmers’ experiences and 
views, whilst in the main not new to our readers, 
brings out many points of importance, e.g., the 
opinion was often expressed that the real cost 
of replacing reactors was much greater than is 
indicated by the mere amount involved in re- 
placing so many reactors by an equal number 
of clean cattle. A point is made of the lack of: 
care taken by many owners to prevent spread 
of infection from new cows recruited from 
doubtful sources, and, again, of the wide diver- 
gence in the standards laid down for buildings 
and the undue attention given to these, the view 
being taken that if the method of testing the 
cleanliness of the milk is reliable, there is no 
need for cowshed inspection as such. Stress of 
particular features, as often happens in cowshed 
inspection, is regarded as detrimental to the 
maintenance of a tubercle-free herd because it 
deflects attention from more important matters 
such as those concerned with the prevention of 
the introduction of disease from outside. 

The report also deals with the possibility of 
cleaning up the herds of the country on a seale 
sufficiently wide to make a supply of tuberculin- 
tested milk available for the liquid milk market. 
Whilst realising the difficulties of distribution, 
ete., to be overcome, it is pointed out that the 
proportion of the total milk produced which is 
sold as liquid milk (some 66 per cent.) agrees 
fairly well with the proportion of milking cows 
which are generally considered to be free from 
tuberculosis and that if the benefits to be 
derived from a tubercle-free supply are to be 
considered of more importance than the dis- 
comforts of reorganisation, it might be possible 
to find a method of making the tubercle-free 
milk available for the liquid milk market, the 
remainder being used for manufacturing pur- 
poses. Grades and relative prices for these are 
suggested. Reasons are given for believing that 
the provision of a tubercle-free supply is not, 
as is often stated, an impossibility in the near 
future. Mr. Dixey puts the capital cost at some 
£13,000,000 to £14,000,000. 

The report has entailed the collection and 
analysis of a large mass of the data on a matter 
of special importance to the profession, and the 
author is to be congratulated on its presentation. 
We recommend its purchase to each one of our 
readers. 


| 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Caesarian Section in the 
Cow 


HuGH CURTIS, B.V.SC., M.R.C.V.S. 
READING 


Subject—White Shorthorn primipara, pedi- 
gree, two years and three months old, in fair 
bodily condition. 

History.—On September 20th, 1936, it was 
thought by the owner that she had calved 
during the night, but no calf being found, the 
cow was brought into the herd and the next 
day gave two gallons of milk, which yield 
gradually rose to 2} gallons. She appeared to 
be normal except for slight occasional straining 
until September 28th, when there was a cessa- 
tion of the milk supply, anorexia and violent 
straining, whereupon the owner telephoned for 
professional advice. 

Yramination.—l found her down and dis- 
inclined to rise, temperature 103-4°, pulse weak, 
no appetite, straining hard with a grunt every 
three minutes, breathing very rapid and dis- 
tressed. Examination per vaginam revealed a 
fibrous partition across the passage, 5 inches 
from the exterior and about 2 inches in thick- 
ness, with an orifice on the floor of the vagina 
sufficiently large to admit three fingers and 
totally incapable of dilatation. Through this 
opening the foot of a calf could be felt with the 
finger tips. The pelvic ligaments were not 
relaxed and the vagina from the exterior to the 
obstruction was so constricted as to admit only 
one hand. Examination per rectum showed the 
cervix to be fully dilated with the foetal head 
nearly through the os uteri externum. 

Prognosis.—After giving a very bad prognosis 
the Caesarian operation was advised and agreed 
upon. 

OPERATION 

The heifer was made to rise with difficulty, and 
was led out to a clean straw bed in a stockyard 
and cast on the left side with a tight rope round 
the chest. The fore legs and the left hind leg 
were hobbled and the right hind leg roped and 
drawn slightly backwards. Chloroform (2 0z.) 
was given in a Cox’s muzzle. The skin was 
sterilised after well cleansing with soap and 
water and shaving from the haunch to the last 
rib and downwards for 18 inches. An incision 
12 inches long was made in a forward and 
downward direction from a point 3 inches below 
and 3 inches in front of the angle of the haunch. 
The muscles were carefully cut through one by 
one and drawn back from the peritoneum, which 
was punctured with a blunt director and slit 
with a reversed scalpel in the director groove. 
The calf was recognised to occupy the left horn 
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of the uterus, the wall of which was thickened 
and inflamed. The left broad ligament was 
ruptured with the fingers and a sterilised linen 
towel passed through the aperture, underneath 
the left horn and brought out through the flank 
again so as to form a sling. At this stage the 
cow commenced to salivate profusely and she 
continued to do so until the operation was 
completed. Lifting the towel by both ends 
brought the uterus into view and manipulation 
brought the tip of the horn through the flank 
wound to the exterior. Palpation identified the 
position of the hocks of the foetus and an 
incision 10 inches long was made parallel with 
the long axis of the uterus between the pro- 
minences caused by .the hocks, and the feet 
were lifted out of the womb. Ropes were 
applied to the pasterns and melted lard was 
poured in through the wound on to the foetus 
which was very dry and had a long coat. At 
this time it was necessary to give a further 
1} oz. of chloroform. A moderate amount of 
traction was employed very slowly and care- 
fully and the calf was drawn out. The condition 
of the calf was consistent with its having died 
ten days previously. Its weight was 110 pounds. 
There was no after-birth present; it was 
represented by a yellow adherent patchy mem- 
brane over the lining of the womb and the 
cotyledons appeared as small elevations each 
the size of a sixpence. Six iodoform and boric 
pessaries were disposed at intervals along the 
womb and the horn was retained in the flank 
opening. The uterine wound was closed with a 
layer of 18 interrupted sutures and 12 super- 
imposed Lembert sutures. No. 4 silk was used. 
The outer surface of the organ was sponged 
clean and dried with sterile swabs. The towel 
was bisected and removed and an appreciable 
reduction in the size of the organ was already 
noted as it was allowed to slip back into position 
into the abdomen. The peritoneum was picked 
up and sutured with 25 interrupted silk stitches 
and the wound thoroughly cleaned with boiled 
water and sterile swabs. At this point another 
1} oz. of chloroform had to be administered. 
The muscles were sutured in three layers, each 
taking 25 to 30 sutures, and the skin edges were 
carefully approximated after swabbing and 18 
interrupted sutures inserted. The hobbles were 
taken off and the heifer was turned on to her 
right side with a sterile towel laid on the skin 
wound and a rug strapped on. She was sup- 
ported in a comfortable position on her chest 
and covered with straw. Instructions were left 
that she was not to be encouraged to rise and 
to be given gruels and greenstuff for three days. 


After-treatment.—The heifer was seen by my 
colleague, Mr. Richardson, on October 1st. He 
was told that she was up when first seen on the 
morning after the operation and had _ been 
feeding well. Her temperature was normal and 
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her milk had returned. A quantity of serum 
had accumulated and pocketed below the skin 
wound which was dry and healing by first 
intention. The skin was lanced 3 inches below 
the operation wound and the serum released. 
The heifer was seen by me on October 11th, 13 
days after the operation, when I took out the 
skin sutures as healing had already taken place. 
The wound below was discharging slightly but 
the heifer otherwise was perfectly well. No 
straining had been noticed and there was no 
discharge from the vagina. She had given 
24 gallons of milk the day before. A concen- 
trated chlorine antiseptic was left for dilution 
for syringing the open wound. On October 30th 
I had to attend another animal at the same 
farm and saw this heifer as milking was in 
progress at the time. All signs of her ordeal 
had gone and the hair had grown long enough 
to obscure the scar, which I had difficulty in 
finding. 

Conclusion.—She is getting fat and gave 
3} gallons of milk yesterday (October 29th, 
1936). The owner is confident of getting 
1,000 gallons from her before next autumn. 

Note.—This operation took 2} hours, most 
of the time being spent in suturing (about 
180 sutures were used). The operation was 
facilitated by the absence of fluid in the uterus ; 
the wound in the abdominal wall was dry and 
uncontaminated when closed—it would not 
have healed so readily if it had been saturated 
with infective discharge from the womb. I 
have found that unless the abdominal wound 
in these cases is perfectly aseptic, a slough forms 
in the muscles which must be withdrawn, 
usually about a fortnight after operation, before 
healing takes place. I have also found that 
this muscular slough occurs occasionally in 
Caesarian operation wounds that are, to all 
intents and purposes, perfectly sterile. 

1 was confident that this case could be 
successfully treated in this manner, on the 
argument that if the heifer could last so well 
for ten days with a dead full-term calf, she was 
strong enough constitutionally and phlegmatic 
enough temperamentally to withstand the 
wounding and the shock of the operation. 


* * * * * 


Lead Poisoning in Pigs* 


H. E. BYWATER, M.R.C.V.S. 


The subjects comprised a herd of 106 Large- 
Middle White cross pigs on a farm attached to 
a mental hospital. The boar was a Large White 
pig which was crossed with sows of the first 
cross of Large and Middle White breeds. The 

*Presented to the Central Veterinary Society 
at a meeting held at the Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, W.C.1, on Thursday, April Ist, 1937. 


food consisted of weatings, bran and swill from 
the hospital. 

January 4th—The herd had been quite 
normal until the morning of this day, when it 
was noted that all the pigs were disinclined to 
feed. This was attributed t». over-feeding 
during the week-end and perhaps slight fermen- 
tation of the food. The troughs were thoroughly 
cleansed, the food in them thrown away and the 
pigs given some Epsom salts and flowers of 
sulphur in the next feed. 

Two days later a sow with a litter, the boar 
and another sow (pregnant) appeared ill and 
professional assistance was sought. The whole 
herd was given a further dose of salts in a very 
sloppy feed. 

January 9th.—The boar and pregnant sow 
passed blood; the motions were black and 
rather firm; otherwise no marked symptoms 
were noted save impaired appetite. A pen of 
gilts were also noted to be passing blood from 
the rectum and the faeces were also black and 
rather firmer than normal. From this time 
onwards small doses of salts were given daily in 
the food. 

January 10th.—One of the gilts was found 
dead and a post-mortem examination revealed 
nothing save an acute gastritis—an area of the 
gastric mucous membrane some 4 inches in 
diameter being eroded. 

January 11th—A sow aborted. 

January 12th.—On this day another pig died, 
and after ligation of the oesophagus and 
rectum, the alimentary tract together with the 
lungs, liver, spleen and kidneys were forwarded 
to Professor Clough for chemical analysis. <A 
report was received on January 15th: “ Lead 
was found to be present in the viscera. The 
amount was approximately 1/20 grain from an 
ounce of ingesta and organs. There is no doubt 
that death was due to acute or sub-acute lead 
poisoning.” 

January 16th.—The pen of gilts appeared to 
be improving, there was less blood being passed 
from the rectum and four of the gilts recom- 
menced to feed. 

January 18th. The sow with litter and two 
of her litter died ; the rest of the litter appeared 
perfectly normal but died a few days later in 
spite of efforts to bottle-feed (death was probably 
due to starvation). Post-mortem examination of 
the sow showed a gastro-enteritis. Two gilts 
died, the result of the post-mortem being the same 
as that in the sow. 

January 20th—The pen of gilts showed 
discoloration of the skin in patches over the 
abdomen and around the ears, the discoloration 
being of a dull purple-blue, and when viewed in 
the shadow of the sty the discoloured skin gave 
the impression of having been rubbed with an 
ordinary lead pencil. The patches were sharply 
defined and only the skin was discoloured, the 
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hair being the normal white. It was now noted 
that the discoloured pigs showed some inco- 
ordination of movement in the hind limbs. 

January 21st.—One sow (pregnant) and a gilt 
died. Four gilts lost all power in the hind limbs 
but were able to drag themselves about with 
difficulty on the fore limbs. They were slaugh- 
tered. Another gilt died on the following day. 

January 25th.—The boar and five gilts died. 
All showed discoloration of the skin followed 
by inco-ordination of the hind limbs and then 
paralysis of the hindquarters, followed by pros- 
tration and death. On this day 25 store pigs 
showing discoloration of skin and inco-ordina- 
tion of hind limbs, were slaughtered. Two sows, 
one of which had aborted two days previously, 
were noticed to be ill ; four store pigs, previously 
apparently healthy, appeared ill. 

January 27th.—Aborted sow died, and next 
day the other sick sow died. 

February Ist and 2nd.—¥Four pigs died. The 
results of post-mortem examinations made on the 
dead animals were all similar—a gastro-enteritis 
of mild type. In one case only a few small ulcers 
were noted in the caecum, whilst in two cases a 
few petechial haemorrhages were observed in the 
kidneys. 

February 4th.—Three pigs died and three 
pregnant sows were obviously developing the 
usual train of symptoms and were killed. 

February 5th.—Two pigs died, and on 7th two 
sows, apparently well, aborted. 

February 8th.—EKight stores died and three 
more were slaughtered. One of the aborted 
sows died, and on the next day the other sow, 
being obviously ill with discoloured skin and 
inco-ordination of hind limbs, was slaughtered. 
The same day (9th) two store pigs were found 
dead and 15 others were slaughtered. Two other 
sows aborted and appeared ill but not unduly so. 

February 20th.—The last pregnant sow (which 
had been served on January 2nd) aborted but 
otherwise appeared well and is apparently 
healthy to-day (April 1st) as are also one 
castrated male store pig and two gilts. Not one 
of these animals has appeared indisposed in the 
slightest degree, although occupying the same 
pens as severely affected pigs, or pens adjoining. 
The reason would appear to be that the cas- 
trated pig had been off its feed for a few days 
prior to the first indisposition of the rest of the 
herd and the gilts had been in (first) oestrum 
about this time, as was also the remaining sow. 

Samples of the swill, bran, weatings and water 
were tested for lead at frequent intervals follow- 
ing Professor Clough’s report, with negative 
results. A sample of discoloured skin was also 
tested for lead with negative results. 

The origin of the lead has not been ascertained 
but it is concluded that a large amount of a 
soluble lead salt (? acetate of lead) inadvertently 
got into the swill on or before January 4th, 
possibly from the hospital stores or dispensary. 
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DISCUSSION 


In reply to Captain L. S. Batis, Mr. Bywater 
said that none of the carcases was used for 
human consumption. The pigs were only killed 
when it was found that they were developing 
inco-ordination of movement. The _ interesting 
point was that the discoloration of the skin 
was not caused by recumbency. They appeared 
healthy and were eating well; then the iecler- 
ation of the’ skin’ occurred, followed by 
inco-ordination of movement and, later, paralysis. 
The pigs’ carecases were destroyed in_ the 
incinerator, 

Mr, C. Formston asked if swine fever was com- 
pletely negatived in this outbreak. 

Mr. BywaTer replied that all the 101 pigs were 
examined post-mortem and, only in one case 
were there a few ulcers found in the caecum, 
but they were not the typical button ulcers of 
swine fever. In two cases a few petechial 
haemorrhages were present in the kidneys. He 
had seen sufficient swine fever to satisfy him- 
self that this certainly was not an outbreak of 
that disease. He had never yet seen a case of 
swine fever where the faeces were rather firmer 
than usual, of a black colour, and where the 
pigs passed huge quantities of blood, reminiscent 
of coccidiosis infestation. 

Mr, J. W. McInrosn remarked that it appeared 
to him that there was considerable laxity on 
the part of somebody in not grappling with that 
situation at a much earlier date. It must have 
been evident that there was something wrong, 
and it should have been made perfectly certain 
that there was nothing amiss with the food and 
water supply. 

Mr. Bywater rejoined that the farm_ bailiff 
himself suspected the food and had it thrown 
away and the troughs thoroughly cleared out. 
The viscera were sent up to Dr. Clough from 
the second pig that died. It was on January 4th 
that it was noted that they were not feeding 
and on January 6th he was notified that there 
was trouble there. On January 10th a pig died 
and a post-mortem examination was made. 

eo H. S. A. Dunn expressed the view that 
Mr. Bywater was dealing with swine fever, 
adding that he thought the latter should have 
called in the Ministry and sent some of the 
organs to them for diagnosis, 

agg to this, Mr. BywaATER said that anyone 
who had had experience of swine fever would 
know that when the first two or three pigs died 
they might be thought to be dead from anything. 
One always had to suspect swine fever, of course, 
but early in outbreaks of that disease, especially 
when a large number of pigs were affected and 
the animals began to die, after an illness of a 
few days, one practically always found either 
ulcers in the intestines in‘ chronic cases or 
petechiae in the kidneys in acute cases. 

The Preswentr (Professor J. G. Wright) 
observed that it was well known that symptoms 
of acule, sub-acute or chronic poisoning might 
follow the ingestion of a single dose of lead. 
Before that ee Mr. H. L. Roberts reported 
an outbreak of lead poisoning in cattle at 
Ipswich. The source of the poisoning was 
known; it was red lead, and in that case the 
cattle went on dying up to 30 days or more after 
the ingestion of the poison. He accepted from 
what he had read on lead poisoning, that Mr. 
Bywater was right: that these pigs received one 
dose of lead and died up to 60 days later. He 
remembered Mr. Roberts telling them that he 
adopted the accepted antidotal measures in his 
outbreak. Mr. Bywater also did so, and it was 
significant that in both outbreaks practically all 
the animals which showed symptoms died, 
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indicating ‘that the ordinary antidotal measures 
were not of much value. It was Dr, Clough who 
kept them posted in recent research on subjects 
toxicological and he had pointed out the possi- 
bility that of given 
intravenously might be of value in lead poisoning 
as it was in poisoning by arsenic and mercury, 
and also in regard to a number of the aliphatic 
narcotics. 

Mr. Bywater observed that it was significant 

that every sow which was pregnant aborted, 
including the sow which was served about two 
days before the pigs went off their food. Paint, 
he thought, could be ruled out, because paint 
in swill would fairly easily be detected. His 
theory was that a package of sugar of lead was 
in the hospital dispensary and someone, possibly 
thinking that it was sugar which had become 
dirty, had thrown it out to the pigs. 
_. Mr. McInTosu said that it seemed to him that 
if the poisoning took sing at the beginning of 
January, it ought to have been evident in the 
animal. He had had some experience of lead 
poisoning in cattle some years ago: in a week 
or two there was an unthrifty appearance and 
diarrhoea, He understood from Mr. Bywater that 
these pigs were in perfect health to within a 
few days of death; it was rather extraordinary 
that the animals should carry that lead for a 
matter of six weeks without showing any symp- 
toms at all, except at the very end. 

The PRESIDENT said that that could_ be 
explained by the fact that the lead was held up 
in the liver. It was recognised in man _ that 
in the case of cumulative lead poisoning, if 
one gave a dose of potassium iodide one might 
cause the sudden onset of acute nervous lead 

oisoning, due to the sudden liberation of lead 
rom the liver. 

_Mr. W. PERRYMAN asked if Mr. Bywater had 

killed one or two of the apparently healthy 
animals, to see if the mucous membrane of their 
intestines showed any discoloration or 
thickening. 
_ Mr. Bywater replied in the negative and added, 
in reply to Mr. Formston, that there was no 
blue line on the gums: the only blue evidenced 
was on the skin. If one got cases of diamond 
markings in pigs the discoloration was entirely 
different from that seen in lead poisoning. 


Mr. H. S. Kina expressed interest in the 
remarks that had been made regarding the effect 
of potassium iodide. Did not that suggest that 
potassium iodide was definitely contraindicated 
in lead poisoning? Yet it was advised as an 
antidote. 

Mr. BywaTeR replied that the idea was to cause 
the liberation in small doses of the lead which 
was stored up in the liver. They were liberated 
into the blood stream and then escaped by the 
kidneys. 

To Mr. Perryman—he_ did not take the 
temperature, because in his experience it was 
practically useless to do so in pigs. The tempera- 
ture of the young pig frequently might be found 
to be 103° F., and yet the animal might be in 
perfect health. 

Mr. STEwarp did not like to think of the waste 
involved in all those pigs going into the furnace. 
The muscles could have been tested for the 
presence of lead, and in the absence of any lead 
in the musculature, he thought that the carcases 
would be fit for food. 

Mr. BYWATER pas out that they had hoped 
that every batch of pigs that fell ill would be 
the last. However, even if the pigs had 
one-twentieth of a grain of lead per ounce 
in the musculature he doubted very much 

if the flesh would do any harm. But one had 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORTS 


Society of Veterinary 


Practitioners 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

President’s Address at 36, Gordon Square 

The Society of Veterinary Practitioners 
(Division of the N.V.M.A.), in holding their 
Annual General Meeting at 86, Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1, on the evening of Monday. 
April 5th, 1937, made an interesting contribu- 
tion to veterinary history in being the first 
society (of any kind) to meet in the newly- 
acquired offices of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association. 

The retiring President, Captain Donaid 
Campbell, of Rutherglen, President-Elect of the 
N.V.M.A., occupied the chair, and there were 
also present Major P. Abson (Nottingham), 
Captain L. S. Balls (London), Mr. F. Beckett 
(Blandford), Mr. G. N. Bushman (London), 
Captain J.C. Coleman (Swindon), Captain 
H. W. Dawes (West Bromwich), Captain 
H. Scott Dunn (Hove), Dr. Tom Hare (St. 
Albans), Professor Sir Frederick Hobday 
(London), Mr. A. J. James (Peterborough), 
Professor Dr, J. MeCunn (London), Professor 
W. M. Mitchell (Edinburgh), Mr. ID. T. Reid 
(Dorking), Dr. Wm. Scott (Bridgwater), Mr. 
R. 1. Smythe (Camborne), Mr. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger (Tamworth) (Hon, Secretary), Captain 
W. K. Townson (Peterborough), Captain A. H. 
Watson (Bradford), Mr. T, Wilkinson (Lan- 
chester). Mr. T. Wilson (Nantwich), Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge (London) and Mr. T. L. Wright 
(London). 

The Hon. SecRETARY presented the notice 
convening the meeting. This, having been 
circulated, was taken as read. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
received publication in the Veterinary Record, 
were, on the proposition of Captain Dawes, 
seconded by Mr. T. Wirkinson, taken as read, 
confirmed and signed. 

Membership Nominations and Elections.—The 
following gentlemen, having been duly nomi- 
nated since the previous meeting, were duly and 


to remember that it was a local authority of high 
public health standing that owned the pigs, and 
under those circumstances it could be argued 
that the right course was followed in destroying 
the carcases. 

Dr. SvTaBLEFoRTH asked if the pigs were 
attacked in batches; if so, that suggested 
contagion. 

Mr. BywaTerR made the rejoinder that while 
that was the case, there were some pigs in every 
sty affected within about a week; they appar- 
ently recovered for a while and then went down 
at various intervals, 
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unanimously elected as members of the Society, 
on the proposition of the PresipENT, seconded 
by Captain Batis: Mr. S. J, Cotton (Usk), Mr. 
J. G. K. Henderson (Sutton Coldfield), Major 
C. J. R. Lawrence (Eastbourne). and Mr. R. 
Matheson (Sutton Coldfield). 


Correspondence.—(1) From the following 
members, apologising for their absence from the 
meeting: Captain W. F. Aston (Shrewsbury), 
Captain John Cane (Wrexham), Messrs. J. 3B. 
Dier (East Grinstead), E. P, Edwards (Mold), 
Ss. F. J. Hodgman (Beckenham), H. Tudor 
Hughes (Oswestry), H. Llewelyn Jones 
(Denbigh), Major A. B. Mattinson (Preston), 
Mr. J. W. Pritchard (Brighton), Major F. J. 
Taylor (Oxford), Captain J. F. Taylor (Glas- 
gow) and Captain G. C. Webster (Lancaster). 


The Hon Secretary said that a_ notice of 
meeting had been sent to Mr. Pollard, of Wake- 
field, who unfortunately had died meantime. 
Its receipt had been acknowledged by a personal 
friend, a Mr. FE. W. Glover, an auctioneer, who 
mentioned that he had served under their new 
President, Sir Frederick Hobday, in France, 
and added that he still appreciated the kindly 
manner Sir Frederick always had. (Hear, hear.) 


Continuing, the Hon, Secretary observed that, 
as they all knew and greatly regretted, Mr. 
E. P. Edwards had been ill for a long time. 
Although, from his letter he (Mr. Steele- 
Bodger) gathered that he was progressing, his 
present state of health rendered it quite impos- 
sible for him to be with them that evening. 
In his letter (inserted later in this report) Mr. 
Edwards had been kind enough to express his 
appreciation of his (the speaker's) services as 
Hon. Secretary. 

The PresipENT said that he, in common with 
Mr. Steele-Bodger and doubtless the new Secre- 
tary, would be writing to Mr. Edwards very 
soon, sending the sympathy of the members with 
him in his illness and wishes for his early and 
complete recovery. (Hear, hear.) 


(2) From Mr. J. W. Hall Masheter, of 
Newnham-on-Severn. In this connection, the 
Hon. Secretary said that he had received three 
letters from Mr. Hall Masheter, but he would 
read one of these only, as he thought it covered 
the content of the other two. 


The Secretary, 
The Society of Veterinary Practitioners. 

Dear Sir,—In the first place please allow me, 
on the occasion of your relinquishing the 
onerous duties necessitated by the unique posi- 
tion of the Society of Veterinary Practitioners— 
being as it is a nation-wide Society, and the 
work necessarily having to be done by a few 
members of its Council, and by correspondence— 
to tender you my grateful thanks for the enthusi- 
astic manner in which you have performed the 
strenuous work imposed upon you, very often, 
I fear, at the expense of your private interests 
and your home life. 
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We have not always seen eye to eye as to 
the requirements of the general practitioners, and, 
vossibly, the slowness of political happenings 
las, at times, made me impatient of the rate of 
progress. 

As I see it, and I think my view is the view 
of most of the members of ‘this Society, small 
progress has been made in the direction of the 
protection of the general practitioner against the 
arbitrariness of the Ministry of Health, and 
especially against the action taken by county 
councils on the recommendations of the Gowland- 
Hopkins Committee in instituting whole-time 
service, 

This service has had a devastating effect, so 
far as the counties where it Aas been instituted 
are concerned, on veterinary practice in agricul- 
tural districts, in that it has reduced the incomes 
from that practice by payteues from £200 to 
£400 a year. I, myself, lost £200 a year, 

If country practice goes, what becomes of the 
profession? There will be no desire on the part 
of graduates to enter on the rough and tumble 
of country practice with the kid glove emolu- 
ments of public health requirements lopped off. 

To remedy the existing state of affairs, one 
single thing only is required and that is the 
implementing of the “ National” Scheme. If that 
scheme is implemented, then the _ veterinary 
rofession instead of being “ upside down” will 
ve stabilised “ right side up.” It is a ridiculous 
position to be in—agricultural practice sacrificed 
lo the fetish of routine inspection of dairy cows! 

I inaugurated the movement which resulted in 
the “ National” Scheme six years ago, and I do 
not think I can be blamed, as I have been, for 
being one of the few extremists who are marring 
the prospects (the rosy prospects) of the future 
of the practitioners. t is the duty of our 
representatives on the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
to press strenuously for the completion of that 
Scheme. That duty at least is clear. So far, they 
have not realised that responsibility to their 
constituents. Let it always be remembered that 
that Scheme was adopted (at the largest meeting 
ever held by the Council of the N.V.M.A.) by a 
large majority. 

I have great - and expectations that the 
new personnel of the Society of Veterinary 
Practitioners will act as a tonic to the “ deferred 
hopes” of the general practitioners. I say that 
without casting any blame on anyone, The 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners, robust as it 
now is, gave great anxiety and tremendous 
labour to its pioneers, but with nearly 500 mem- 
bers (if led properly) it can lift the profession 
from the slough it is sinking into, to the position 
a “learned” profession ought to occupy. 


If I am “in order” I should like to move the 
following :— 

“ That this Annual General Meeting of the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners, view- 
ing with alarm the continual growth of 
whole-time local authority service, and its 
repercussion, primarily, on the well-being of 
practitioners in agricultural practice, and 
eventually on the profession as a whole, 
is of the opinion that every effort should 
be made to implement the ‘ National’ 
Scheme for the establishment of a Depart- 
ment of Animal Health, either as a separate 
department, or as a department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture.” 

Yours faithfully, 
J. W. HALL MASHETER. 
Ruddle House. 
Newnham-on-Severn, 


April 2nd, 1937. 
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The Presipent stated that the resolution 
brought forward by Mr. Hall Masheter in his 
letter could come up under “ Any Other Busi- 
ness.” 

(3) From the General Secretary of the 
N.V.M.A., requesting to be supplied with the 
names of representatives nominated by that 
Division to serve on the Council of the 
“ National” for the year 1937-38. This matter 
(said the Hon. Secretary) would be dealt with 
on receipt of the report of the Council of the 
Division. 


ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 


Mr. DONALD CAMPBELL, prior to vacating the 
chair, delivered the following valedictory 
address :— 

I have to say, for your solace, that I have no 
set address prepared for you. At this late hour 
that is perhaps just as well, but I feel that I 
should not relinquish office without moralising 
a little in public in the way of retiring presi- 
dents. (Laughter. ) 

I have been very proud indeed to hold the 
very eminént office of President of this Society 
and I am only sorry that for a considerable 
part of the time ill-health prevented my taking 
so active a part in it as I should have liked to 
take. When the Society was formed the affairs 
of the profession were in a very critical condi- 
tion indeed. Practitioners were losing heavily 
in work and income by the institution of the 
whole-time services and there seemed no indica- 
tion as to where their extension would end, 
unless in the end of practice altogether. 

The growth to its present great size of this 
Society has been a proof that the Society was 
needed; that it has filled a want; that it has 
given to practitioners an individual voice which 
they could not have in the same degree through 
their other Divisions, however helpful those 
Divisions might be in other ways. The Society 
has voiced the views of the veterinary practi- 
tioners and the claims of the veterinary 
practitioners. I make bold to say, too, that it 
has done that at all times reasonably and in a 
statesmanlike fashion; and there is every 
indication that the views put forward by this 
Society have found, in many instances, accept- 


ance by our parent body, the “ National ” itself. 


It has to be said—and I say it gladly—that 
many eminent whole-time officers have been 
more than willing to meet us half-way to 
discuss outstanding difficulties and try and 
conduct, with us, the affairs of the profession 
so that we might, if possible, attain unanimity 
where for a time this unanimity is threatened. 

It is a very pleasing commentary on the 
activities of this Society to say, as I can say 
with every assurance, that there is more unity, 
more disposition to get together and discuss our 
difficulties frankly as a profession, than there 
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was at the time the Society was first formed. 
Nevertheless, there is a great deal to be done: 
that is a truism, of course, and although the 
state of affairs is more hopeful now than it has 
been, at the same time there is much that needs 
watching and that should be thought out in 
regard to the future of general practice. 

I have always been a practitioner and always 
will be. Veterinary practice is a good calling— 
there are few callings, indeed, so interesting 
and so attractive as veterinary practice—but 
one thing I think is lacking, and that is security. 

Nvery practitioner Knows the spectre of in- 
security that walks with him all his waking 
hours, and we have to lay that spectre if we 
can. (Applause. ) 

We often hear talk at meetings about a 
Veterinary State Service: something apparently. 
on the lines of an insurance scheme for animals. 
Attractive as that is, so far it has never come 
out beyond the realm of vague generalisation. 
Why could not this Society take it upon itself 
to investigate the possibilities of such a scheme, 
and if it were found feasible, advocate it; if it 
were not found feasible, then drop it? 

I am sure that within the next few years, at 
the outside, we shall see the advent of a scheme 
for the eradication of bovine tuberculosis, with 
prospects—if we handle our case properly—of 
obtaining the work for the veterinary practi- 
tioner. There is much talk of pasteurisation of 
all milk: I absolutely refuse to believe that 
pasteurisation is the last word that this country 
is going to say on the milk question: bovine 
tuberculosis can be eradicated. (Hear, hear.) 
It is up to us, then, to formulate our schemes 
and be ready to advocate them. 

These are only two of the lines on which an 
extension of our activities should take place. 
I could indicate many more, but the time is 
getting late and there is still more business to 
do. 

One difficulty that affects this Society is the 
dispersal of our membership all over the 
country. That makes it very difficult for us to 
have good meetings of for our members to 
consult with the degree of frequency or intimacy 
that we could wish. While that is a difficulty, 
I would like the Society not to allow that or 
any other difficulty to interfere with its con- 
tinuance in activity. If this Society were to die 
out it would be a calamity and I hope that will 
never occur. (Loud applause.) 


HON. SECRETARY’S REPORT 


The Hon Secretary (Mr. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger) now presented the following report of 
the activities of the Society during the past 
year :— 

I feel that, in the first place, some explanation 
and apology is due to members of this Society 
for the considerable delay calling’ this 
Annual General Meeting. You will be aware that 
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this meeting should have taken place last 
September when the Society’s new office bearers 
should have been eee. Major Mattinson, 
at’ the request of the sub-committee, had 
consented to take over the duties of Hon. 
Secretary, but the recent illness of his wife 
rendered this impossible at that time. In addi- 
tion, the serious and Jong-continued illness of 
Mr, Edwards, at Ruthin, made it impossible for 
the balance sheet to be prepared as a number 
of the essential papers were stored away at Mr. 
tdward’s Bournemouth residence. At that time, 
also, my own Secretary was away ill. The delay 
in convalescence of Mrs. Mattinson, and Mr. 
Edwards caused the postponement of the ineeting 
from week to week, and then month to month. 

myself also plead guilty to being a party in 
the delay. Changes in the personnel of my ‘staft 
have made it necessary for me to give more of 
my own time to running my practice. The long 
indisposition of Mr, Edwards has made me aware 
how much I relied upon his ungrudging assist- 
ance, and [| was unwilling to undertake the 
‘alling of the meeting until such time as I could 
be_ relieved of the secretaryship. 

Now, however, I am glad to inform you that 
Major Mattinson has found it possible to take 
over the arduous duties of Hon. Secretary. 

It was at the Annual General Meeting in 
Birmingham in September, 1935, that = Mr. 
Campbell was elected to the office of President, 
and I reluctantly agreed to retain the office of 
Hon. Secretary for another twelve months. Since 
then a number of meetings have been held, apart 
from those at the Holborn, prior to each meeting 
of the N.V.M.A. Council. 

You will be aware that the questionnaire sent 
out by the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion was the result of the following resolution 
yassed by this Society at its last Annual General 
Meeting: 

“That this general meeting of the Society 
of Veterinary Practitioners is of the opinion 
that the future provision of veterinary 
surgeons in private practice, in numbers 
adequate to serve the needs of agriculturists, 
is being seriously menaced, and the profes- 
sional and economic position of those now 
so engaged is being rapidly made untenable 
by the uneconomic and unnecessary compe- 
tition of the veterinary officers of local 
authorities, 

The Society is of the opinion that these 
forms of competition cannot be justified as 
being necessary in the public interest. By 
such measures as the free or semi-free testing 
of cattle, and the provision of a free or 
uneconomic service in connection withthe 
Accredited Herds Scheme, financed out. of 
the public rates, practitioners are bein 
deprived of their means of livelihood an 
their professional activities are being 
arbitrarily curtailed. 

Moreover, there is evidence of these 
services being publicly advertised, of 
unjustifiable interpretation of the various 
Acts and Orders, and of arbitrary interfer- 
ence with the free choice by agriculturists of 
their veterinary advisers. 

This meeting is of the opinion that these 
several matters urgently call for considera- 
lion, and respectfully requests the National 
Veterinary Medical Association to appoint a 
special committee to consider them in all 
theis aspects.” 

The Council of the N.V.M.A. appointed a “ Free 
Services” Sub-Committee, and the number of 
practitioners represented on that committee 
equals the total representation from the rest of 


the profession. This sub-committee has not yet 
completed its labours. A vast amount of 
evidence has been collected and sifted; and I 
am sure I am committing no breach of confidence 
when I say that I believe that the findings of 
that committee, and more particularly their 
recommendations to the Council of the N.V.M.A., 
will have a far-reaching effect upon the future 
of our profession. 

In connection with the questionnaire sent out 
by the N.V.M.A., special meetings were called at 
London, Birmingham, Carlisle, Leeds, Oxford, 
Peterborough, Chester and Stirling. We were 
handicapped at these meetings by the fact that 
our President was confined to a nursing home 
and so was unable to be with us, 

At these meetings, in addition to the N.V.M.A. 

uestionnaire, matters of great diversity were 
discussed, many of which subjects subsequently 
received the consideration of the Free Services 
Sub-Committee. Tuberculin testing; the adminis- 
tration of the work of investigation officers 
under the new rules; such problems as_ arise 
under the proposed panel system of the N.V.M.A. 
Scheme as they affect part-time inspectors and 
practitioners as a whole; the question as to 
whether areas of inspectorships should be upon 
a geographical basis or whether complete free- 
dom should be accorded to the agriculturists to 
employ any qualified practitioner, whose certifi- 
cates would be accepted by the County Councils; 
the administration of the Accredited Herds 
Scheme; the distribution and sale of vaccines, 
sera, and various physiological products direct 
to, and their administration by laymen, all 
received consideration. Speaking broadly, it 
appeared that members were agreed that if the 
NALA. Scheme were adopted and a Ministry 
of Animal Health formed, there would be a 
sound basis upon which to found such solutions 
of these problems as shall be equitable to all, 
and in the best interests of agriculture and the 
profession as a whole. It is regrettable that, in 
spite of the fact that the Society has throughout 

iven its whole-hearted support to the N.V.M.A. 
cheme which visualises whole-time and_ part- 
time veterinary officers working in unison, a 
feeling appears to have been held—and voiced— 
that this Society inflexibly opposed to 
whole-time veterinary officers, in principle, and 
in fact. That this view was, and is, totally 
inaccurate has been frequently shown by the 
policy of the Society and voiced by myself and 
others on behalf of your Council. The true and 
general feeling of practitioners was, however, 
very strikingly crystallised at the London 
meeting of February 17th, 1936, which was the 
first of the series held in connection with the 
N.V.M.A. questionnaire. A resolution was 
passed and was subsequently endorsed at each 
of the other centres. This resolution, amended 
as follows, was adopted by the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. at their meeting in April: 

“The Society of Veterinary Practitioners 
recommends that a letter be sent to the 
Chief Veterinary Officer in each county and 
county borough, having appointed such an 
officer, expressing the willingness of practi- 
tioners in that county or county borough 
to co-operate with, and work under the 
supervision of the whole-ltime veterinary 
officers in the area. 

That the foregoing resolution also be sent 
to all county councils and county borough 
councils, except those employing officers 
who have accepted appointments banned by 
the N.V.M.A.” 


Certain suspicious whole-time veterinary 
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officers imagined that this “olive branch” had 
a sinister interpretation, and as the result, a 
round-table conference was held at Scarborough 
between the “National” and_ the Society of 
Veterinary Officers at which Captain Campbell 
and I were present. The tangible outcome of 
this conference was the suggestion that for the 
next twelve months any matter of controversy 
should be referred to a tribunal consisting of 
the President of the N.V.M.A., and one member 
from the Society of Veterinary Practitioners, and 
one member from the Society of Veterinary 
Officers. At the Society’s last meeting at the 
Holborn in January, I was appointed to act as 
your delegate. 

At the Scarborough Congress the Society held 
a meeting at which various matters were 
discussed. Sir Frederick Hobday, one of our 
members, voiced a grievance which he had and 
which had received publicity in the lay Press. 
After hearing Sir Frederick, the meeting passed 
a vole of sympathy with him, and it was decided 
to call the attention of the “ National’* to the 
fact that there appeared to be no security of 
tenure for members of the College staff. This 
was subsequently considered by the N.V.M.A. 
Council and a strongly-worded letter was sent 
to the Chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the Royal Veterinary College. As a result of this, 
the “ National” has been assured by the Chair- 
man of the Board of Governors that special 
attention will be given to this matter by the 
new Board. 

At another meeting, the Society sent to the 
“ National” the following resolution :— 

“That this Society ask the N.V.M.A. to 
request the Royal Veterinary College to 
consider the establishment of a scale of fees 
for all operations, in order that the College 
may not compete unfairly in this matter with 
general practitioners.” 

s a consequence of this, a deputation which 
included Major Kirk and myself, waited upon the 
Acting Principal of the Royal Veterinary College, 
from whom we received a very sympathetic 
hearing. Again, without any breach of confi- 
dence, members = > informed that we have 
every reason to believe that the objection put 
forward by the Society through the Association 
will be adjusted by the new Board of Governors. 

The resolution passed at a London meeting 
of this Society concerning the activities of the 
R.S.P.C.A, has received the consideration of the 
Organising Committee of the N.V.M.A., and I am 
informed that a deputation from that committee 
discussed the matter with R.S.P.C.A. officials. I 
am not sure, however, that all members of this 
Society are completely satisfied with the existing 
state of affairs. If they are not, I trust that the 
matter will be raised again, , 

Members of your Society have been included 
upon every committee or sub-committee 
appointed by the “National,” and in every 
deputation. It is only right that members 
should know that on deputations we had an 
eee policy and that the whole-time veterinary 
officers supported the views of the Association 
that J practitioners should be _incor- 
porated in public health work. On all deputa- 
tions and conferences other than those to the 
Ministry of Health we felt that we were receiving 
a sympathetic hearing. | con 

Circumstances over which the Association has 
no control have held up the amended Attested 
Herds Scheme. Members of this Society red 
no small part in securing the promise of what 
I believe to be a fair remuneration for tuber- 
culin testing under this scheme. For some 
obscure reason the proposed figures are confi- 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 18. Vou. 49, 555 


dential in England, but not in Scotland. Much 
work is accruing to Scottish practitioners, and 
I have no doubt that when the revised scheme is 
launched in England and Wales, the veterinary 
practitioners will benefit to an equal extent. 

In many counties, the position as a whole 
has improved, though from the point of view of 
the practitioners there are a number of “ black ” 
areas where certain local authorities are making 
life difficult as possible for genera 
practitioners. 

In Shropshire, the position remains unsatis- 
factory. An _ ill-conceived report of the Chief 
Veterinary Officer to his Council was considered 
by a special sub-commiltee of the N.V.M.A., and 
as a result a letter was sent to the Clerk to the 
Shropshire County Council and to the Chief 
Veterinary Officer. A further communication 
from the Chief Veterinary Officer of Shropshire 
to part-time inspectors was considered by_ the 
Veterinary Officers and Public Health Committee 
of the N.V.M.A., and a strongly-worded protest 
was sent to the Chief Veterinary Officer. ' 

In Derbyshire a meeting was arranged with 
the Chief Veterinary Officer and the general 

ractilioners in an endeavour to promote a good 
eeling. The Chief Veterinary Officer, how- 
ever, made it quite clear’ that_ in his 
opinion the work of the Chief County Veterinary 
Officer and that of the veterinary practitioners 
were as far apart as the two poles, and that 
there should be no co-operation. In this county 
the practitioners have lost practically everything. 

In Surrey, the County Council have decided 
that all tuberculin testing should be done by 
the Council’s whole-time officers. 

In Nottingham, the Council have decided to do 
all the tuberculin testing, though in this case, 
at least, I believe the situation was lost by the 
apathy and lack of initiative of the practitioners 
themselves, 

In Cheshire, largely owing to the energetic 
measures taken by the Society, practitioners have 
retained the work of tuberculin testing which 
will make a very great difference to the income 
of the general practitioner in that county... 

There is, however, no doubt that the majority 
of county veterinary officers are in favour of 
tuberculin testing of herds remaining in the 
hands of the practitioners, 

As Hon. Secretary of this Society it has not 
infrequently been my lot to a your 
interests. Some (as evidenced by Mr. Hall 
Masheter’s letter) may think that I have not 
correctly felt the pulse of the members, but I 
think that I have. Certainly, I have been 
impressed both in correspondence and_ at 
meetings by the desiré of practitioners to work 
in friendly co-operation with the other branches 
of the profession. It is as the result. of my 
experience on committees and sub-committees of 
the “National” and upon deputations, notably 
those to the Ministry of Agriculture and_ the 
Advisory Committee on Veterinary Education, 
that I view the future througlt what Mr, Hall 
Masheter describes as_ infra-red spectacles. 
Perhaps the ee is not inapt. possess 
a photograph taken with an infra-red lens show- 
ing an island which was quite invisible to_ the 
naked eye at the time the photograph was taken. 
As the result of my intimate association with 
the political side of the profession as well as 
my not inconsiderable knowledge of the practical 
aspect I am perhaps better able than some. to 
take a long view. I think we are approaching 
the time when the lot of the general practitioner 
will be considerably improved for two reasons: 
firstly, because, though late in the day, the views 
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of practitioners, through this Society and the 

National,” have been represented on deputa- 
lions to public bodies; secondly, because 
believe that the public, represented by the local 
authorities, will come to see that the veterinary 
practitioner is indispensable to agriculture and 
lo public health at large. 

In addition to the services which this Society 
has been able to render to its members on 
committees and deputations, the volume of 
correspondence which I shall have pleasure in 
handing over to Major Mattinson will testify to 
the help which has been given to many members. 

As your Hon. Secretary I have conceived it to 
be my duty to attend numerous meetings of 
outside bodies, to defend your interests, to 
challenge statements, and to enter into corre- 
spondence in the lay Press on your behalf. The 
work has been of absorbing interest, but the 
demand made upon one’s energy—mental and 
physical—to say nothing of one’s purse—is more 
than I, at any rate, am able to endure longer, 
whilst [ have my living to earn in veterinary 
practice. 

Doubtless because I was your Hon, Secretary, 
| was invited to open the discussion at the 
Scarborough Conference on Major Rabagliati’s 
paper on the Accredited Herds Scheme. In my 
remarks was able to refer to Sir Farquhar 
Buzzard’s Presidential address to the British 
Medical Association in which he emphasised the 
absolute necessity of incorporating the general 
medical practitioner in any public health service. 
His remarks might have applied with equal force 
and truth to the veterinary profession. As 
believe that these views will have a vital bearing 
upon our future, I trust I may be forgiven if 
| repeat them now: 


“Every medical man and woman within 
each area must belong to the service. In his 
own interests, as well as in those of his 
patients, he must be part of a team, recog- 
nising the responsibilities and enjoying the 
advantages which team-work alone’ can 
provide. And if time and money are to be 
saved there must be the least possible over- 
lapping of duties, each member of the team 
having his own specific functions to perform 
in the general service. For similar reasons 
it is essential that the health centre should 
recognise practitioners within its area as an 
integral part of the scheme, each with a 
personal and_ privileged interest its 
successful organisation. 

There are, indeed, reasons why general 
practitioners should become more intimately 
associated than heretofore with the health 
centre of the area in which they practise. 
In the first place a long experience has con- 
vinced me that the standard of efficiency 
is not as high as it should be or as it would 
be if general practitioners were more 
frequently asked to participate in the work. 

“Far mare obvious and far more serious 
are the changes which of recent years have 
disturbed and still threaten the character, 
the scope, and the finance of general 
practice. Insidiously but steadily has 

eneral practice been lopped of many of its 
yranches and the absence of any 
determined attempt to re-define its functions 
as an integral part of a large health scheme, 
its future is both uncertain and unattractive. 
This position has been reached partly, it 
must be admitted, as the result of the 
professional apathy. 

“The general practitioner has often been 
called the backbone of the profession. He 


should, I suggest, in future be regarded as 
the finger of the profession, and, not being 
an osteopath, I assign to the finger far more 
valuable functions than those allotted to the 
vertebral column. Fingers are the most 
sensitive parts of our peripheral anatomy, 
the most highly trained instruments for 
detecting irregularities and abnormalities in 
the objects with which they come in con- 
tact, and it is to those fingers of the 
profession, the general practitioners, that we 
must look for the discovery of imperfections 
in our midst... he saving of life has 
become the job of institutional team-work; 
the saving of health and the prevention of 
illness, in the long run, of far greater interest 
to the welfare of the community, must be 
initiated by the general practitioner in the 
home. But it is essential that, if this urgent 
task is to be performed efficiently, general 
»ractitioners should as part-time officers, 
1elp to staff those medical services, preven- 
tive and curative, which have been diverted 
to the control of public health authorities. 
Otherwise overlapping of duties and waste 
of time and money are unavoidable, and, 
still more to be regretted, the personal 
interest of the general practitioner in_ the 
welfare of his flock will be dissipated by 
the frequent experience of losing touch with 
its members. It should be the obligation of 
the health centre its capacity of 
co-ordinator of all services, public as well 
as private, to make sure that general practi- 
tioners are rightfully regarded and employed 
as priests of preventive medicine.” 


I think that this is an adequate reply to those 
few extremists of either side who would divide 
the profession. The Free Services Committee 
will consider Sir Farquhar Buzzard’s address 
before formulating their recommendations. 

A fitting piéce de résistance for this Society 
is, I think, the election of our President, Mr. 
Donald Campbell, to be President-elect of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association. While 
in no way disparaging Mr. Campbell’s| own 
qualifications for that high office—the fact that 
we made him our own President is proof of 
our opinion of his personal ability—I_ feel that 
it is a compliment to this Society that he should 
have been selected as President-elect. | 

Our membership now totals 442; it is capable 
of considerable expansion, and I have no doubt 
that under the guidance of our new officers it 
will rapidly increase. To those critics who 
insist that only'members of the profession who 
are bona fide general practitioners should be 
members of this Society, I would state that very 
many of the most active members of our Society 
are not practitioners at all. I would once again 
like to emphasise the fact that it is not sufficient 
simply for members to pay their subscriptions— 
though quite a number fail even to do this; the 
active interest of every member is essential if the 
Society is to take its proper place in the 
“ National” and in the veterinary profession. If 
members of a Society are apathetic, that Society 
cannot succeed, no matter how enthusiastic one 
or_two of its leaders may be. : 

It is with a feeling of intense relief that I 
hand over my office to Major Mattinson, and 
‘an only hope that he may be more successful 
than IT have been in my endeavour to resuscitate 
the instinct of self-preservation amongst veter- 
inary practitioners. 


Hon. Treasurer’s Report.—In the absence of 
the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. E. P. Edwards), his 
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report was read to the meeting by the Hon. 
Secretary, as follows :— 


FINANCIAL REPORT FOR SESSION 1935-1936 


The subscriptions received during the session 
amounted to £210 9s. 9d. and in addition 
£6 16s. Od. was received as donations. 

At the end of the session 1934-1935, there was 
a balance of £12 8s. 7d., making the total credit 
for the year £229 14s. 4d., but there was owing 
at the same time the sum of £54 3s. 6d. to the 
Honorary Secretary for printing, stationery and 
other out-of-pocket expenses, so that the session 
began with a deficit of ¢41 14s. 11d. 

Charges during the year for printing, postal 
and telephone charges, hire of rooms, reporters’ 
fees, clerical assistance, and various out-of- 
pocket expenses, etc., together with the initial 
deficit of £41 14s. 11d. make a total expenditure 
of £297 19s. 10d., and leave a debit balance of 
£68 5s. 6d. 

The subscriptions outstanding at the end of 
the session amount to £62 3s. 0d. 

I am glad to say that whereas at the beginning 
of the session there were 26 members who 
had paid no subscription since joining in 1933, 
this number has now been reduced to nine, and 
I do not abandon hope that some at least of these 
will yet honour their obligations. I am also 
glad to say that 43 members used the banker’s 
order last year, and particularly pleased to 
report that, so far this session, this number has 
been more than doubled, 98 having already made 
use of the order forms. 

In view of the heavy expenses involved in 
holding the large number of meetings, and the 
intensive activity of the Society during the 
session, and remembering our initial deficit, I 
do not regard the adverse balance as either 
discouraging or excessive, particularly as I con- 
sider that most of the £62 of outstanding sub- 
scriptions will come in. Still, I trust members 
will pardon me if I appeal to them to pay as 
promptly as possible, and if I again point out 
that the best way to do this is to make use 
of the banker’s order, which will save trouble, 
and expense to themselves and to the Society. 

At several meetings during last session many 
members spoke of the desirability of creating 
a reserve for carrying on the work; may I point 
out that there is a provision on the subscription 
forms for “ Donations,’ which can be used by 
the generous minded. 

I greatly regret my inability to be present at 
the General Meeting and submit the balance sheet 
duly audited. 

Epwarp P. Epwarps, Hon. Treasurer. 


REPORT FROM THE COUNCIL 


Election of Officers 
The Council of the Society had met immedi- 


ately previous to the Annual General Meeting;. 


and in its report the following recommendations 
in regard to holders of office for the ensuing 
year were made :— 

President.—Professor Sir Frederick Hobday, 
C.MG., F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E., DR. MED. VET. h.c. 
(ziricn), Principal and Dean of the Royal 
Veterinary College, London, 

Sir Frederick was elected with acclamation, 
the retiring PResIDENT introducing him with the 
observation that the Society were proud to have 
the privilege of his presidency. The first time 
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he met Sir Frederick was many years previ- 
ously, when he was a student at Glasgow and 
Sir Frederick examined him in, he believed, 
materia medica. In those days Sir Frederick 
was a pioneer and a leader of the profession, 
and his activities had never ceased since then: 
they ever found him willing and eager and he 
hoped that he would go on to still further 
activities. (Applause.) He had great pleasure 
in proposing as President of the Society, 
Professor Sir Frederick Hobday. 

Acknowledging his enthusiastic election, Sir 
FREDERICK Hosppay said that he regarded it as a 
very great honour to be elected the President of 
that Society; indeed, it was the Society, of all 
those in the profession, of which he would wish 
most to be the President. He did not think, 
however, that it would so soon be his good 
fortune to occupy that exalted position, and he 
knew that it would be a matter of great difli- 
culty for him to follow such “live wires” as 
their retiring President, Mr. Campbell, and his 
predecessor (Captain Gunning): no one could 
express the volume and value of their work 
on behalf of the Society and he would do his 
best to follow’ their inspiring example. 
(Applause. ) 


The following further recommendations of 
Council as to office-bearers were also unanimously 
accepted by the meeting :— 

Vice-Presidents.—The retiring President (Mr. 
D. Campbell), Messrs. D. Brown, H. W. Dawes, 
Geo. Elmes, O. V. Gunning, Dr. J. MeCunn, 
Mr. H. W. Hall Masheter, Professor W. M. 
Mitchell, Mr. J. O, Powley, Mr. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, Mr. A. H. Watson and Mr. T. Wilkinson. 

Hon, Secretary.—Major A. B. Mattinson. In 
this connection the President (Mr. Campbell) 
read the following letter, received from Mr. 
EK. P. Edwards :— 


| Dear Campbell,—I much regret that I 
shall not be able to attend the general meeting 
of the Society on Monday next, more particularly 
as I should have liked to have expressed my 
deep appreciation of the great work which Mr. 

Steele-Bodger has done for the Society and the 
profession, as its Honorary Secretary. 

_As one who has been closely associated with 
him during his years of office, | know how 
continuous and onerous that work has been, 
and I know—perhaps better than most—what 
great sacrifices of time, money and peace of 
mind it has involved for him. . 

Nor has his service been confined to the 
immediate affairs of the Society, great as that has 
been, for with characteristic thoroughness he 
became a constant attendant at, and very active 
member of most of the executive and special 
committees of the National Association itself, in 
order that his services to this Society should be 
as complete, and as well informed, as we know 
them to have been. I have no doubt but that 
my feelings of appreciation will be shared by 
practitioners and i | others of the profession 
all over the country, but still feel I cannot let 
the occasion of his leaving office pass without 
expressing my own grateful thanks for all he 
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has so unselfishly done, and also voicing the 
confident hope that his successor as Honorary 
will be given in measure, 
the loyal support of all members of the Society. 


Yours 
Epwarp P. Epwarps. 
Ravello, 
8, Lorne Park Road, 
Bournemouth. 
April 3rd, 1937. 


Proceeding, the President said that he was 
sure that that letter voiced the feelings of every 
member of the Society. (Hear, hear.) He could 
never himself speak of the work that Mr. 
Steele-Bodger had accomplished for them, with- 
out becoming effusive and Mr. Edwards had, 
he was thankful to say, done it for him and 
very much better. 

He regretted very much that their retiring 
Secretary had decided that the time had come 
for him to give up his office. They were very 
grateful for all that he had done—far more 
grateful than he felt capable of expressing. 

Captain W. K. Townson desired to be allowed 
to associate himself with the vote of thanks to 
Mr. Steele-Bodger; although he was again 
offering himself for election to the Council of 
the R.C.V.S., he hoped they would not interpret 
the few remarks he was going to make as being 
in the nature of an election address—at any 
rate, not at that stage. (Laughter.) 

As many of them might know, he had the 
honour of being the first President. of the 
Society, the officers being at that time, Messrs. 
Edwards, Cane and Llewelyn Jones, who, with 
a handful of enthusiastic workers, were respon- 
sible for the formation of what was now known 
as the “ Veterinary Practitioners’ Society.” 
They had a very up-hill job, and he assured 
them they were deserving of their deepest 
gratitude, (Hear, hear.) All sorts of unjust and 
unfair criticism was made, such as “ We do not 
require any more societies”; “ You will cause 
dissention and split the ranks of the N.V.M.A.” ; 
“Why not let them join their local Branches of 
the N.V.M.A.?"; and “ You are running riot 
and turning Bolshie ’—and so on. 

Some there were who very kindly offered 
subscriptions or donations to the funds of the 
Society, but who hesitated to have their names 
included in the list of members. These were 
unfortunate views, but they had now been 
dispelled. 

When Mr. Llewelyn Jones retired, the office 
of Hon. Secretary was filled by Mr. Steele- 
Bodger, and a wonderful Secretary he had been. 
(Applause.) It was truly said that the success 
of a President depended on his Secretary, so 
that those Presidents who had been fortunate 
enough to have had Mr. Steele-Bodger as 
Secretary must have had a very happy and easy 
term of office. Mr. Steele-Bodger, by his un- 
tiring energy, had made that Society a success, 


and although he had a large and = luerative 
practice, he had placed the needs of that Society 
before his own personal interests, many times 
travelling throughout the country organising 
and holding meetings, at great inconvenience 
and, he was sure, at much personal expense. 
If members would follow his example and show 
the same enthusiasm for the welfare of that 
Society, its success certainly would be assured 
for all time. 

He appreciated what Mr, Steele-Bodger had 
accomplished for the “ Practitioners’ Society 
and for the veterinary profession as a whole. 
He was grateful to him for the work he had 
done and he offered him his best thanks. 

He would like to thank the N.V.M.A. for the 
careful consideration they had always given to 
questions and problems put forward by the 
Society of Veterinary Vractitioners. (Hear, 
hear.) 

He could foresee, at no far-distant date, the 
formation of a Bureau of Animal Health, in 
which scheme the general practitioner would be 
permanently embodied so that he would take 
his rightful place in the work of public health. 
Work would also be provided for increased 
numbers of the profession. There were already 
signs that the work that the veterinary profes- 
sion could render to the public was being more 
fully recognised: an indication of this interest 
was the recent appointment of a Government 
Committee of Enquiry into Veterinary Eduea- 
tion, and he trusted that ere long they would 
have their own representative in Parliament. 

Captain Townson, in conclusion, thanked the 
President for allowing him to associate himself 
with that expression of the Society’s apprecia- 
tion of the wonderful work of their retiring 
Hon. Secretary. 

Mr. STeeE_e-BopGer returned thanks for the 
tributes paid him. 

Hlon. Treasurer.—On the proposition of the 
PRESIDENT, Mr. E. P, Edwards was unanimously 
elected. 

Council. — Messrs. W. F. 
Bagshawe, L. S. Balls, John Cane, F. Chambers, 
P. Crosfield, H. Scott Dunn, H. Gillmor, 
W. Hamilton Kirk, W. R. MeKinna, Professor 
W. ©, Miller, Messrs. W. Nairn, W. K. Townson 
and T. Wilson. 

Representatives to Council, N.V.M.A.—Messrs. 
T. A. R. Chipperfield, P. Crosfield, J. B. Dier, 
C. W. Elam, H. Seott Dunn, F. (. Gillard, O. V. 
Gunning, S. F. J. Hodgman, A. Mackenzie, 
Professor W. ©. Miller, Messrs. H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, R. J. Stow, W. K. Townson, A. H. 
Watson, and the Hon. Secretary (ex-officio). 


Aston, 


INDUCTION OF NEW PRESIDENT 
The retiring President now rose to say that 


it gave him very great pleasure indeed to ask 
Sir Frederick Hobday to occupy the chair. [Sir 
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Frederick took the chair, being warmly greeted 
by Mr. Campbell and applauded by the meeting. | 


Any OTHER BUSINESS 


The PREsIDENT (Sir Frederick Hobday) said 
that under the heading *“ Any Other Business ” 
-~—the only remaining item on the agenda—they 
had to consider the resolution embodied in the 
letter from Mr. Hall Masheter. 

The retiring Hon. Secretary read the resolu- 
tion, which was as follows :— 


“ That this Annual General Meeting of the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners, viewing 
with alarm the continual growth of whole- 
time local authority service, and its reper- 
cussion, primarily, on the well-being of 
practitioners in agricultural practice, and 
eventually on the profession as a whole, is 
of the opinion that every effort should be 
made to implement the ‘ National’ Scheme 
for the establishment of a department of 
Animal Health, either as a separate depart- 
ment, or as a department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture.” 


Captain Townson asked if it were not a fact 
that the ‘“ National” were doing everything they 
could to push that scheme forward. 

Mr. S1TEELE-BopGER observed that, if he might, 
he would like to say a word about that. He did 
not find any fault in Mr. Hall Masheter’s reso- 
lution, although it came at the end of what he 
thought was perhaps a condemnation of his 
(Mr. Steele-Bodger’s) own conduct. He desired 
to say, however, that he thought that that 
Society had now lost sight of the “ National ” 
scheme. That matter had been referred to the 
Free Services Committee, which was formed as 
a result of the resolution sent forward by that 
Society. The Free Services Committee had not 
yet finished sitting. As a member of that com- 
mittee he could not go further than to say that 
that committee was considering that matter. 
As far as he knew, that “ National ” scheme was 
still the accepted policy of the profession, but 
they could not do as Mr. Hall Masheter wanted 
and immediately stop the insertion in the 
Veterinary Record of advertisements for whole- 
time veterinary officers: it could not be done. 

It appeared to him that Mr. Hall Masheter 
was complaining that they were still asleep: 
honestly, they were not asleep, but even in 
veterinary politics things could not be done in 
a day. Mr. Hall Masheter’s personal opinion 
was that Chief Veterinary Officers were redun- 
dant; that they were useless and that their 
existence should not be tolerated. If Mr. Hall 
Masheter was right, and the majority of that 
Society agreed with that view, it was indeed 
high time that he (Mr. Steele-Bodger) vacated 
his office as Hon. Secretary—but he did not 
think Mr. Hall Masheter was right. They had 
got to give and take, 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. No. 18. 


Vou, 49. 559 


He claimed that he had a better insight into 
the feeling of their Society and of the “ National” 
than had even Mr. Hall Masheter, and he was 
quite certain that responsible whole-time veter- 
inary officers were as desirous as they for the 
veterinary practitioner’s co-operation in that 
work. The local authorities could not be stopped 
in a day. He was quite sure in his own mind 
that, before the end of this year, the lot of the 
veterinary practitioner would be immeasurably 
improved. 

A MemBer: “ What makes you say that?” 

Mr. STEELE-BopGER replied that that was a 
prophecy. He could not give them any facts, 
but that was the feeling he had and it was not 
just a fond hope: he was quite certain that 
things were moving in the right direction. He 
was not “talking without his book” when he 
said that those whole-time veterinary officers’ 
who went on deputations with them had pleaded 
their cause: they had said what that Society 
would wish them to have said. Of course, the 
practitioners had extremists and so had they: 
his own opinion was that extremists were of no 
use to anybody. 

He was in agreement with that resolution, 
but he did not think it was going to get them 
there any quicker than the present policy of the 
“ National.” It was very easy to sit back and 
say “ You have not done this and you have not 
done that,”’ but he had not been asleep, nor had 
the rest of the members who had represented 
them. They had worked very hard on. their 
behalf; the results of their labours might not 
be apparent as yet, but he believed that before 
the end of the year they would be apparent. 
He formally moved the resolution on behalf of 
Mr. Hall Masheter. 

Captain COLEMAN observed that he would like 
to be as optimistic as Mr. Steele-Bodger, but he 
was afraid he could not be. The county councils 
clearly had made up their minds to Have whole- 
time staffs and the only thing that was going to 
curtail the process was the enormous expense 
to which they would be put in engaging them. 
Without any doubt a whole-time officer in a 
county was necessary for administrative work, 
and he begged his brother practitioners not to 
take the attitude of saying that they were not 
necessary, as did Mr. Hall Masheter, but that 
practitioners, working on a part-time basis, 
should be allowed to work in conjunction with 
the whole-time officers. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said that he would like, in the 
main, to support Mr. Steele-Bodger’s conten- 
tions. He himself had, since its publication, 
been an enthusiastic upholder of the “National” 
scheme and he still thought that something on 
the lines of that scheme would eventually be 
adopted as a system of organisation of the 
veterinary services of this country; but that 
Society asked for the appointment of a Free 


| 
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Services Committee. As a member of that com- 
mnittee, with Mr. Steele-Bodger, he assured the 
members of the Society that the committee had 
met frequently, had applied itself energetically 
to seeking information, and had drawn what 
conclusions it had drawn very fearlessly—and 
would do so until the end. Having asked for 
that committee, surely they were going to abide 
by the result of its labours, If they found 
that the report of that committee was unaccept- 
able at any point, let them show where, in their 
opinion, it was at fault and put forward some- 
thing better, but let them await the outcome of 
the deliberations of that committee, 

Mr. Beckett stated that while he agreed to 
some extent with those remarks, what chiefly 
exercised his mind was as to when all that was 
going to happen. In his own county (Dorset) 
free tuberculin testing had been introduced, and 
if something was not done within the next 
twelve months further whole-time men would 
be employed. He had gone to the length of 
visiting the Clerk to the County Council, who 
had asked him to prepare something for him to 
put up to the Council. He suggested that they 
should do something in that way; if they left 
the matter it would be too late. They were too 
slow, for by the time anything was done these 
people already were employed and methods 
introduced which never would be altered. 

In his county the Chief Veterinary Officer 
had done everything he could on behalf of the 
part-time man, but the County Council had got 
the idea that they must follow the Gowland 
Hopkins Report. That report, to his mind, was 
the most appalling thing that ever happened: 
there was not a2 man on the committee—the 
Cattle Diseases Committee—who, in his opinion, 
possessed a knowledge of cattle diseases 
adequate for the purpose in hand, and their 
report, when one read it, was revealed to be an 
exhibition .of that lack of knowledge. Their 
main criticism of the business was that it 
was too long about: if the practitioners in his 
county were not helped, they were going to help 
themselves as best they could. 

Mr. Sreeve-Bopcer: “ Certainly; you must 
help yourselves, Sir.” 

Mr. Beckxetr: “I said I would bring this up 
at this meeting, and I have done so.” 

Mr. Smyrue thought that they, and the 
National,’ were doing everything possible, but 
there was undoubtedly a great fear that the 
horse would be gone before they could get the 
stable door bolted. He, too, was far less 
optimistic than the retiring Hon. Secretary. His 
own County Council, however, were very satis- 
factory: the man they had there worked in 
harmony with them, and he believed that if 
there were less bickering there would be less 
trouble, 

Replying to Mr. Beckett, Mr, STeELE-BopGER 
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said that the N.V.M.A. had pressed -for the 
restriction of the sale of therapeutic substances 
to qualified men, They had taken up the matter 
with the Government Department concerned and 
had done all they could in that respect. 

Proceeding, Mr. Steele-Bodger gave numerous 
examples of the work of the Society and the 
N.V.M.A. in seeking to stem the tide of appoint- 
ments of whole-time assistant veterinary 
officers and in pleading that part-time officers 
should be retained until they had been given a 
fair trial in carrying out the extended veter- 
inary public health work. Anything and every- 
thing he had taken to the N.V.M.A. on their 
behalf had received prompt and earnest con- 
sideration, and what help the * National” could 
give had been given without stint. He thought 
Mr. Beckett’s policy should have been to get 
his practitioners together and for them to have 
formulated a scheme, bring it to that Society 
and then to the “ National,’ when it would not 
have been a matter of months of delay, 

He still thought that the “ National” scheme 
would come: he had grounds which he could 
not divulge for saying that within a few 
months—perhaps weeks—they would have as 
much work as they could cope with. Now that 
Mr. Beckett had raised the matter of the situa- 
tion in his county, every consideration would 
be given to it. The “ National” as a body and 
every appropriate committee of the “ National” 
would, he was quite certain, do everything it 
could to protect the interests of the practitioner 
in Dorset and in every county. 

Mr. Becxetr thanked retiring Hon. 
Secretary and said that he would get a scheme 
formulated as soon as he could get his practi- 
tioners together, and put it up to the County 
Council. 

Mr. Reip spoke of the situation in Surrey, 
where the Chief Veterinary Officer chose his 
own panel for the testing of certified herds, 
despite the fact that the County Council had 
issued a circular letter to all part-time practi- 
tioners saying that after a certain date the 
herds would be tested by the whole-time men. 

In reply to Mr. Coleman, Mr. STEELE-BODGER 
said that if the part-time inspectors had been 
retained on a salary basis, they would have had 
a claim for compensation when their services 
were dispensed with, but if they were paid “ per 
job,” they would have no claim. 

Mr. CamMpBELL said that that point had been 
thrashed out in Scotland and the amount of 
compensation was infinitesimal. 

Mr. Watson: “ One-sixteenth.” 

Mr. Reip observed that the Farmers’ Union 
maintained that they had the right to choose 
their own veterinary surgeon, he being under 
supervision from the County Council. Could not 
the Association do anything in a case where 
such a right was questioned ? 
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Mr. STEELE-BopGer: “ Certainly, if you will 
submit the necessary details.” 

Dr. McCunn said that, reverting to Mr. 
Reid’s statement, the County Council, like any 
other employers, could terminate the appoint- 
ment of part-time men: he did not see that they 
could stop them. The other side, the more 
serious one, was that free services such as 
testing, should be provided at the expense of 
the ratepayer—the very ratepayer who was 
being deprived of those fees—the local practi- 
tioner. That wholesale competition by Borough 
and County Councils with practitioners must 
stop, otherwise there would be no practitioners 
in many areas of the country. 

The PRESIDENT now rose to say that they had 
had a very interesting and significant discus- 
sion, but the resolution embodied in Mr. Hall 
Masheter’s letter had as yet found no seconder. 
In that event, it fell to the ground. 

Dr. McCunn asked if they could not have a 
resolution deprecating the fact that the County 
Councils were entering into competition with 
practitioner members of that Society? 

Mr. STEELE-BoDGER said that that was pre- 
cisely the subject of the original resolution 
which brought into being the Free Services 
Committee which issued the questionnaire. That 
questionnaire contained a specific enquiry con- 
cerning tuberculin testing and it was on that 
question that the greater part of the evidence 
now in the hands of the Free Services Com- 
mittee was collected and upon which it was 
now sitting. The only course open to them in 
the meantime was to see what each could do 
individually in those counties to which refer- 
ence had been made in this connection. 

There being no further discussion, or other 
business, the President declared the meeting 
closed, having been accorded the hearty thanks 
of the members for his conduct of the latter 
part of the proceedings. 

H. W. STEELE-BODGER, 
retiring Hon. Secretary. 


Meeting at the Holborn Restaurant 
A meeting of the members of the Society who 
were also members of the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. was held at the Holborn Restaurant 


at 1.30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 6th, when the’ 


following gentlemen were present : Sir Frederick 
Hobday (President), Captain O. V. Gunning, 
Mr. D. Campbell, Professor Wm. C. Miller, Mr. 
W. Nairn, Professor W. M. Mitchell, Messrs. 
H. W. Griffiths, F. Beckett, A. H. Watson, 
H. Tudor Hughes, T. Wilson, P. Crosfield, C. W. 
Elam, W. K. Townson, Major Hamilton Kirk, 
Professor J. McCunn, Major A. B. Mattinson, 
Messrs. H. Scott Dunn, C. F. Shawcross, J. B. 
Dier, T. Wilkinson, L. S. Balls and H. W. 
Steele-Bodger. 


At the commencement of the meeting the 
PRESIDENT took the opportunity of welcoming 
the new Hon. Secretary, Major A. B. Mattinson. 

Major MATTINSON suitably replied. 

Retiring Officers Thanked.—A vote of thanks 
Was proposed from the chair to the retiring 
President and Hon. Secretary, a number of 
members endorsing the observations made by 
Sir Frederick in commending the motion to the 
Ineeting. 

Captain D, CAMPBELL and Mr, STEELE-BODGER 
made grateful acknowledgment of the compli- 
ment. 

Elections to Membership. — The following 
members, having been nominated, were elected 
as members of the Society: Messrs. S. E. 
Holmes, R. Isherwood, F. N. Andrewes, J. 
MacWilliam, H. B. Turkington. 

Finance.—The Hon. Treasurer's financial 
report for the year was then considered by the 
meeting. 

R.C.V.S. Council Election.—The only other 
item on the agenda which was considered by 
the meeting was a letter from a member asking 
the Society to support his candidature to the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. After a full discussion, 
it was unanimously decided that members 
should be left with a‘ free choice of candidates, 
and that as a general policy the Society should 
not support individual members. 

The business concluded with a vote of thanks 
to the President. 


* * * * 


Central Veterinary Society 


A discussion on the “‘ Use of Endoscopy as an 
Aid to Diagnosis,’ informatively opened by the 
President, Professor J. G. Wright, and what can 
perhaps best be described, in view of the con- 
troversy caused, as a challenging case of lead 
poisoning in pigs, presented by the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. Bywater, were the _ principal 
features of a meeting of the Society held at the 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, on the 
evening of Thursday, April Ist, 1937. 

There were also present : Captain L. 8S. Balls, 
Mr. W. Brown, Major W. Denington, Captain 
H. 8S. A. Dunn, Mr. C. Formston, Lt.-Col. H. 
Greenfield, Dr. Tom Hare, Sir Frederick Hobday, 
Miss R. E. Holman, Messrs. J. W, H. Holmes, 
Herbert King, N. 8. King, Captain G. Dunlop 
Martin, Messrs. J. W. MeIntosh, C. W. Ottaway, 
W. Perryman, H. 8S. Sanderson, Dr. A. W. 
Stableforth, Messrs. J. 8S. Steward, P. M. 
Sutton, P. W. Walker, Major R. F. Wall and 
Miss O. Uvarov. Mr. W. J. B. Watson was 
present as a visitor. 

The minutes of the February and March 
meetings of the Society, having received publi- 
cation in The Veterinary Record, were taken as 
read and signed as correct, subject to the 
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inclusion of the names of certain members which 
had been omitted from the attendance list of 
the March meeting. 

The only item of correspondence was the 
receipt of apologies for inability to attend from 
Miss C. M. Ford, Mr. Cyril King, Major H. Kirk, 
Capt. J. F. Macdonald, Mr. G. P. Male, Captain 
Brayley Reynolds, Major W. K. Townson and 
Mr. R. A. Willett. 

Nominations.—Mr. W. J. Barclay Watson, 
183, Upper Richmond Road, Putney, was pro- 
posed by Sir Frederick Hobday and seconded 
by Captain T. Wright. 

Elections to Fellowship.—The following elec- 
tions to Fellowship were unanimously made : 
Mr. Howard Sumpter, The Quarantine Kennels, 
Hackbridge, Surrey (proposer, Sir F. Hobday ; 
seconder, the Hon. Secretary), and Captain 
J. F. D. Tutt, Rothiemurchus, St. Cross, 
Winchester (proposer, the President ; seconder, 
the Hon. Secretary). 

Election of Representatives to Council, 
N.V.M.A.—The President said that, in- 
structed, the Secretary had circulated on the 
agenda paper the list of present representatives 
with their attendances both at meetings of the 
Council, N.V.M.A., and at those of the Com- 
mittees of the Association on which they served. 

The following Fellows were nominated and as 
their number coincided with the number of 
representatives (seven) to which the Society 
was entitled, they were elected without ballot 
on the proposition of the PRESIDENT, seconded 
by Mr. STEWARD, the Hon. Secretary being a 
representative ex officio: Captain L. 8. Balls, 
Dr. Tom Hare, Sir Frederick Hobday, Major 
Hamilton Kirk, Dr. J. MeCunn, Captain G. 
Dunlop Martin and Mr. R. A. Willett. 


MORBID SPECIMENS AND CASES OF INTEREST 


Mr. J. S. STEWARD exhibited a number of 
specimens of Anopheles maculipennis, the mos- 
quito which transmits malaria. This mosquito, 
said Mr. Steward, was quite common in Kent. 
He had secured them that morning, which was 
quite a warm muggy one, and he thought that 
accounted for the presence of these flies in large 
numbers in the cow-shed—the farm was situated 
at Sheerness. The two tubes exhibited con- 
tained engorged and unfed specimens respec- 
tively. 

For these mosquitoes there was nothing that 
one could use as a repellent, for they feed on 
all parts of the body, and the only method of 
procedure was preventative, namely, to treat 
the breeding places with paraffin, Paris green or 
some such larvicide. 

The PRESIDENT exhibited some specimens of 
the hip joint from young dogs, the subjects being 
nine-months-old wire terrier puppies—a dog and 
a bitch, litter brother and sister. These puppies 
were perfectly normal until they had attained 
the age of six months. At six and a half months 
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it was noticed that they were unsteady on their 
hind limbs ; both of them were distinctly lame 
in the left hind leg. 

He first saw them a few days previous to that 
meeting. Dental and other bone development 
was quite normal; the only abnormality was a 
restricted movement of the hind limbs. On 
palpation, the hips appeared to be rounded and 
more prominent than usual, although there was 
no displacement. Both puppies appeared to be 
equally affected bi-laterally. The stifles were 
normal, as also were the hocks. Hip flexion 
also was perfectly normal, but extension of the 
limb, passing through an are of about 120°, 
caused considerable pain. 

On radiography the necks of the femora 
appeared to be shortened and at the same time 
thickened—in fact clinically indistinguishable 
from that radiographic picture that was now 
being described in veterinary literature as Von 
Perthe’s disease. 

On post-mortem it was found that the chief 
abnormality was associated with the articular 
head of the femur. This had become deformed 
and pear shaped, and the articular surface 
appeared to be encroaching on the neck, while 
the angulation of the neck had become deformed. 
The capsular ligament was grossly thickened, 
while there was a quite definite hyperaemia and 
proliferation of the synovial capsule at its 
deflection from ic head of the femur. 

The condition was practically equal in both 
limbs and was almost identical in each puppy. 
Needless to say the acetabulum had become 
deformed to accommodate the deformed femoral 
heads. 

That condition did not appear to conform 
with any of those types of arthritis so frequently 
deseribed in the text-books. He had seen very 
similar conditions affecting the capsular liga- 
ment and the synovial membrane of the femoro- 
patellar articulation and of the shoulder, and 
his view was that the condition he had now 
described was traumatic in origin and was due 
to those puppies jumping up at a boarded 
kennel attempting to see over. It was a very 
difficult matter to get a definite history in cases 
of that kind. 

In reply to Dr. Stableforth, these were the 
only two puppies in this particular litter. 
Replying to a further question by Dr. Stable- 
forth, the President certainly agreed that there 
might be some error of development. He was, 
however, very impressed by the fact that the 
owner, who was a breeder of dogs, said that 
these puppies were quite normal until they were 
six months old. 

Mr. J. W. HOLMES opposed the traumatic 
theory of origin, asking if it was not somewhat 
unlikely inasmuch as the owner had _ been 
breeding dogs for a number of years and pre- 
sumably therefore all his puppies were kept 
under the same conditions. Under these cir- 
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cumstances, was it not rather remarkable that 
this condition should arise, in the manner 
suggested, only in these two particular puppies ? 

The PRESIDENT expressed complete agreement. 

Mr. HOLMES observed that there did appear, 
on examination of the hip joint, another possible 
explanation, and that was that there might have 
been a congenital enlargement of the articular 
surface of the femur, and the thickened line 
might be a device on the part of nature to 
strengthen the acetabulum, which was too small 
to take the enlarged articular surface of the head 
of the femur. 

The Hon. SECRETARY now gave his account 
of the outbreak of lead poisoning in pigs, to 
which reference is made in the introduction to 
this report. Many aspects of this matter were 
discussed at length by the meeting, the possi- 
bility of the outbreak being one of swine fever 
figuring largely in the argument. 

{Mr. Bywater’s case report, together with the 
discussion thereupon, are transferred to the 
clinical section of this issue.—Editor. | 

HYndoscopy as an Aid to Diagnosis.—Discussion 
on the above specimens and cases having been 
concluded, the PRESIDENT now rose to say that 
it had been arranged that they should have a 
formal paper that evening, but unfortunately, 
a fortnight previously, the writer of that paper 
asked if, consequent upon great pressure of work, 
he could be excused until the month of May. 
They then got into touch with their proposed 
May lecturer and asked him if he could bring 
his paper forward to that month’s meeting ; in 
reply he asked to be excused from giving the 
paper altogether, also owing to pressure of work. 
Consequently, the Secretary and he were in a 
quandary as to that evening’s programme, and 
he thought that it would be of interest to the 
Fellows if the subject of the ‘“ Use of Endoscopy 
as an Aid to Diagnosis ’’ were discussed. The 
Secretary agreed, but added that as he (the 
President) had made the suggestion, he could 
not do better than open the discussion himself. 

[The report of this discussion, opened in a 
brief but able address by the President, will be 
found earlier in this issue.—Editor. | 

Any Other Business.—It was agreed to place 
on the agenda for another meeting discussion 
as to what measures, if any, could be taken to 
check or prohibit the practice adopted by 
certain unqualified people of using after their 
names letters which, while in reality they merely 
indicated membership of certain societies, might 
lead the public to believe that they were 
veterinary surgeons. 

The meeting terminated with the passing of a 
hearty vote of thanks to the President, both for 
his conduct of the proceedings and for the very 
material contribution which he had made 
towards their success. 


H. E. Bywater, Hon. Secretary. 
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Notes and News 


‘The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


May 6th.—Nominations for 
R.C.V.S. Council due. 

May  6th.—Meeting of the Central Division, 
N.V.M A., at the Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square, W.C.1, 6.380 p.m. 

May 10th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 

May 12th.—Coronation Day. 

May 13th.—Entries for D.V.S.M. Examination 
due. 

May 20th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers issued. 

May 27th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers to be 
returned. 

June 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Annual Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund Annual Meeting. 

June 10th.—D.V.S.M. Written Examination 
begins. i 

June 14th.—D.V.S.M. Oral and _ Practical 
Examination begins. 

June 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 25th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

July 5th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 6th—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 8th.—R.C.V.S. Oral Examination begins. 


July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 
mouth. 
* * * * 


R.C.V.S. Council Election 


Two fresh nominations for election to the 
Council, R.C.V.S., have now been received, 
namely, those of Dr. Tom Hare and Mr. G. C. 
Webster. The complete list of nominations is as 
follows :— 

Craig, Professor J. F., Liverpool ; 

Dunkin, Major G. W., London ; 

Hare, Dr. Tom, London; 

Hobday, Sir F. T. G., London ; 

Mattinson, Major A. B., Bamber Bridge; 
Nairn, W., Blairgowrie; 

Simpson, Lieut.-Colonel P, J., Maidenhead ; 
Simpson, Captain R., Carlisle ; 

Townson, Captain W. K., Peterborough, and 
Webster, G. C., Lancaster. 

The last day for nominations is May 6th, and 
the voting papers will be issued on May 20th. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


FERGUSON, William Maxwell, 36, Argyle Street, 
Dundee, Angus. Graduated Glasgow, May 25th, 
1904. Died April 18th, 1937. 

Sayer, Edwin, 17, Woodville Road, Newport, 
Mon. Graduated Glasgow, April 28th, 1885. 
Died April 24th, 1937; aged 73 years. 


Election to 


‘ 
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Tue LATE Mr. W. M. FERGUSON, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. William Ferguson, who had been in fail- 
ing health for some time, was a practitioner of 
great repute in Dundee and district. A_ native 
of Wigtownshire, he was a brilliant student of 
Glasgow Veterinary College. In 1901 he settled 
in Dundee, and ultimately took over the practice 
of the late Mr, James Steel, with premises in 
Soapwork Lane. Mr. Ferguson frequently acted 
in a professional capacity for Perthshire County 
Council, and was the official veterinary surgeon 
when greyhound racing was carried on at Dens 
Park. 

Mr. Ferguson, who was a member of St. 
George’s Church, Dundee, and a member of 
Grange Golf Club, Monifieth, was held in high 
esteem by a wide circle of friends. 


PERSONAL 


Birth.—Ho.r. To Brenda (née Eastwood), wife 
of Norman Henry Hole, on April 12th, a 
daughter. 


LEGAL NOTES 


Action for Breach of Warranty: Mr. J, Willett’s 
Evidence of “Rare Disease in a Horse.”— 
Evidence of a peculiar brain affection in a 
thoroughbred hunter was given by Mr. J. Willett, 
M.R.C.V.S., President of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, during the hearing of a case at 
Dungannon qoareer Sessions, on April 17th, in 
which John Hollowell, horse dealer, of Romford, 
<ssex, sued Robert Laverty, horse dealer, of 
The Square, Moy, Co. Tyrone, for £50 breach. of 
warranty of a chestnut thoroughbred gelding 
which defendant had verbally warranted to be 
sound. ‘ 

Mr. M’Veigh (instructed Mr. J. P. Harris), 
Stewartstown, appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. 
M’Coy (instructed by Mr. J. P. Murphy, Dun- 
gannon) for the defendant. : 

Plaintiff said he visited the defendant’s yard 
on October 30th and was shown a beautiful chest- 
nut gelding. He observed that it was quivering 
in the head, neck and knees, and defendant 
explained that that was due to an injection which 
he had given it against colds and _ influenza. 
Witness also saw a mark on the hocks, which 
defendant said was the result of a kick. The 
defendant warranted the horse sound, and 
witness accepted his explanations as to the 
quivering and hock marks, and next day pur- 
chased the animal at £100. 

His father was present at the sale, and he 
told witness to write on the face of the cheque 
“Subject to being sound”; but witness, weaker 
had dealings with the defendant, said he woul 
accept his word for the warranty. : 

When the horse was brought to Essex witness 
found it could not jump, and quivered badly 
after exercise, and was ready to go down. He 
wrote to the defendant in November stating that 
he was dissatisfied with the animal as it would 
not jump a straw and requesting Laverty to send 
on the pedigree. ; 

Correspondence followed, and the animal was 
sold in dispute in London for £48 6s. He under- 
stood defendant was the purchaser in London. 
Cross-examined by Mr. M’Coy, witness said he 
would be surprised that the chestnut was now 
a good jumper at Cheltenham, having been sold 
to Mr, J. Loughran for one hundred guineas. 

Henry C. Hollowell, father. of plaintiff, and 
Mrs. Dorothy Pelly, Epping, Essex, who accom- 
panied the party to Moy, corroborated as to the 


warranly. 


_ Mr. John Willett, M.r.c.v.s., honorary veter- 
inary surgeon to the King, and President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, said the 
animal was suffering from a spasmodic nervous 
affection, involving the head, neck and both fore- 
legs, which became accentuated with exercise. 
The animal was unsound and unsafe to ride, and 
also had an enlargement at the seat of spavin. 
lhe case was so interesting that he reported it 
to his Society for discussion. {Mr. Willett’s 
account of his examination of this gelding, given 
to the Central Veterinary Society on January 7th, 
is reproduced in the Veterinary Record of 
February 13th (49. 7, 204.).] 

He had never seen a similar case and it had 
been of the utmost interest to his profession. 
It was not a case of ordinary shivering as the 
head went down, indicating that the horse had 
brain affection. 

Defendant, in evidence, said he had bought 
the horse at Goff’s Dublin sale on October 6th 
last for 20 guineas. It had been catalogued as 
being ridden with the Galway Blazers and it 
always took a good one to do that, 

He had the animal at exercise for a fortnight 
and never saw the slightest indication of quiver- 
ing. After he purchased the animal at the 
disputes sale in ndon he exercised it in his 
fields at Moy and never saw any sign of shivering. 
He had since sold it at 100 guineas to Mr. J. 
Loughran, of Cheltenham, who had satisfied 
himself as to its fitness by field gallops. 

When witness saw the animal in London it 
was in very poor condition; it was months before 
he got it into form again. 

Witness warranted the animal to be sound 
of wind. 

Joseph Laverty, jun., corroborated as to the 
warranty for soundness of wind. Witness had 
the gelding at schooling exercise half an hour 
daily until it was sold in the April Moy fair. 

Evidence as to general soundness was given 
by Mr. Gordon Keatinge, M.R.c.v.s., Portadown, 
and Mr. T. Y. Ranson, m.R.c.v.s., Dungannon, 
who had examined the gelding on April 5th last. 

Joseph Kingham, who was present at the 
examination by plaintiff, said he never rode as 
perfect a horse in his life. He was also present 
when the animal was sold to Mr. Loughran and 
it jumped over a ladder in the yard placed four 
feet from the ground. 

Acting County Court Judge M’Kean said he was 
satisfied that a warranty had been given at the 
time of the sale, no matter what happened after- 
wards. He gave a decree for £50 with £15 2s. 
witnesses’ expenses, 


Bull Claim.—At Chippenham, Wilt- 
shire, County Court, before Judge C. Kirkhouse 
Jenkins, Lionel Edward Turner, of Yatesbury 
House Farm, claimed damages from Frederic 
John Davis, of Church Farm, Farleigh Castle, 
Bath, for an alleged breach of warranty in the 
sale of a bull. 

It was alleged that the bull suffered from 
balanitis, as a result of which four heifers were 
infected with contagious vaginitis, a condition 
commonly known among farmers as “ burnt.” 

It was stated that Turner bought the bull in 
Chippenham market for 193 guineas. It was 
warranted by the auctioneers, on the defendant's 
instructions, as “right for stock.” Within two 
or three days of its arrival at the farm, four 
heifers were served, and their condition after- 
wards was such that a veterinary surgeon had 
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Introducing to the Veterinary Profession 
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lo be called in. There was no evidence that the 
disease had existed before on either farm. 

Robert W. Tilley, the auctioneer, said that on 
the description given by the defendant he sold 
the bull as a good and reliable stock getter and 
“ good enough to go into any herd in England.” 
From all appearances the bull answered to that 
warranty. 

Plaintiff stated that the heifers and the bull 
were cured after special treatment, and the bull 
was subsequently sold in the market for £7 7s. 6d. 

Davis said the bull was passed by a Govern- 
ment inspector at ten months old as fit for stock 
purposes. After the sale, Turner said he hoped 
the bull would be satisfactory because he had 
had some trouble with his cows and could not 
get them to stand in calf. He (defendant) 
replied: “It’s a sin to take a_ young bull like 
that back to ‘peed place and use it on dirty cows.” 

Later the hearing was resumed at Bath, when 
several witnesses for the defence spoke as to 
the bull’s immunity up to the time it left the 
defendant’s farm, 

After legal argument, the judge intimated that 
he would deliver judgment at Chippenham 
County Court, on May 4th. 


* * * * * 


LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY BILL 


The Standing Committee of the House of 
Commons has now completed the consideration 
of the ¢ ,o0ve measure and the Bill as amended 
in com.nittee has been reported to the House. 
The a ag Stage will be taken in the near future, 

robably during the week commencing Monday, 
May 3rd. The Official Report of the proceedings 
in committee extends to 801 columns; the com- 
mittee sat on 18 days and on six of those days 
they held two sittings, i.e., 24 sittings in all. 


* * * 


TUBERCULIN-TESTED MILK 


_ Elsewhere this ‘issue we review__ the 
important publication “ Tuberculin-Tested Milk: 
A Study of Reorganisation for its Production,” 
by Mr. R. N. Dixey, issued from the Agricultural 
Economics Research Institute, of Oxford. In the 
following leading article, the British Medical 
Journal of April 17th deals with the subject 
matter of this report as follows:— 


No one who has taken the trouble to ascertain 
the facts is under ~ delusion about the 
unsatisfactory quality of the nation’s milk supply. 
It has been aptly compared by Sir John Orr to 
that of our water supplies of 100 years ago. How 
is this position to be remedied? In a_well- 
informed and closely reasoned report issued from 
the Agricultural Economics Research Institute of 
Oxford, Mr. R. N. Dixey attempts to answer this 


question. The choice for him lies between the- 


production of milk from tuberculin-tested herds 
and compulsory pasteurisation. Against the latter 
course he brings a number of arguments, the most 
important of which is that, in order to afford 
a completely effective safeguard against milk- 
borne disease, pasteurisation has to be carried 
out with a standard of exactitude more resemb- 
ling that met with in_a laboratory than in a 
commercial plant. His leaning is strongly 
towards the alternative course of producing 
tuberculin-tested milk. The difficulties, however, 
in the way of this choice are very considerable, 
and the body of his report deals with an examin- 
ation of the practical measures involved. First 
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of all, it is pointed out that not all milk need 
come from tuberculin-tested herds. Milk for 
cooking and for most manufacturing purposes 
could quite well be used in the infected condi- 
tion. The supply of milk and cream for 
consumption in the liquid state, including that 
flor butter and soft cheese production, could 
probably be assured if about two-thirds of the 
gallonage was derived from herds free from 
tuberculosis. Secondly, an attempt is made to 
ascertain the cost of establishing a tuberculin- 
tested herd. Inquiries conductea on 180 farms 
producing tuberculin-tested milk showed that the 
average cost was about £13 per cow. Of this 
£7 were for structural alterations, £2 to £3 for 
milking equipment, and £3 to £4 for the replace- 
ment of reacting by non-reacting cows. ot all 
of this expenditure could strictly be assigned 
to the elimination and avoidance of tuberculous 
infection; some of it was rendered for 
the production of clean milk. Broadly speaking, 
however, an additional cost of £13 per cow may 
be accepted as a provisional estimate, subject, | 
of course, on different farms, to wide variations, 
for the production of tuberculin-tested milk. — If 
two-thirds of the milk supply was to be of this 
type an immediate expenditure of 133 million 
= would be required. This is regarded as 
y no means an excessive figure, “and if the 
benefits to public health would justify the 
Government in advancing all, or part, of this cost, 
the present period of — money clearly offers 
as good an a as has occurred for many 
ears.” His final conclusion is that the greatest 
ope for increasing consumption lies in provid- 


_ing the public with “safe, clean milk as it 


comes fresh from healthy cows. 

Mr. Dixey’s thesis is put forward in far too 
serious a manner to be lightly criticised. It is 
impossible, however, to avoid out a 
fallacy in his major premise—namely, that milk 
from tuberculin-tested cows is safe. So it is: 
safe from the risk of causing tuberculosis, but 
not from the risk of carrying a number of other 
different infections. The experience of the 
United States, of Denmark, and of this country 
during the past few years has provided evidence, 
cumulative and convincing, that milk produced 
under the most careful sanitary conditions may 
yet be responsible for spreading scarlet fever, 
septic sore throat, diphtheria, typhoid fever, 
paratyphoid fever, dysentery, food poisoning, and 
undulant fever, often in a serious and extensive 
epidemic form. Tuberculosis is not the only 
disease borne by milk, and even if all the mil 
in the country was derived from tuberculin-tested 
herds it would still be desirable for the protec- 
tion of the public to ,submit it to efficient 
asteurisation or other form of heat treatment. 
y all means let us have milk from tuberculin- 
tested, abortus-tested, and mastitis-free cows, but 
let us, in addition, protect ourselves by pasteuris- 
ation against the danger of its contamination 
from human and other sources. 


There is a fundamental divergence of outlook 
between public health workers on the one hand 
and agricultural and veterinary workers on the 
other, due to a confusion of the main issue. 
Hitherto the production of clean milk and the 
control of disease in the herds has rested very 
largely with the oo | of Health and local 
health authorities, and both have been made 
contingent on the demand by the public for high- 
rade milk. This demand has not, in fact, been 
orthcoming, except to a quite trivial degree, and 
in consequence comparatively little progress has 
been made in the eradication of disease among 
the cattle population. If progress is to be made it 
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is important, as the Reorganisation Commission* 
points out, to eradicate disease for its own sake, 
and not to make it dependent on the payment of 
a higher price by the public for milk derived 
from disease-free herds. The production of clean 
milk and the eradication of disease are problems 
for the agriculturist and the veterinarian, and 
we are wholly in agreement with Mr. Dixey that 
the Government ought to advance the money to 
clean up herds and improve the quality of the 
milk supply. On the other hand, the distribu- 
tion of milk is essentially a problem for the 
public health authorities, and if they refuse to 
take the responsibility of distributing raw milk 
to the population, and insist on rendering it 
safe by then it is really no. con- 
cern oO our agricultural and_ veterinary 
colleagues. No antagonism exists, or ought to 
exist, between pasteurisation on the one hand 
and the production of clean milk and the eradi- 
cation of disease from the herds on the other. 
This is borne out by experience in the United 
States, where a high proportion of milk from 
tuberculin-tested herds is pasteurised in the large 
cities. The two problems are distinct. Sooner 
or later we shall be forced to take the control 
of milk production out of the hands of the public 
health authorities and transfer it completely to 
our agricultural and veterinary colleagues, to 
whom it rightly belongs. If they are wise they 
will press for adequate subsidies to convert our 
disease-riddled cattle population into one that is 
more worthy of a country which prides itself 
on its care of the lower animals. The public 
health authorities will then be left with the con- 
trol of the consumption end, and they will be able 
to devote a great deal of their energy _ to 
tightening up the supervision of pasteurisin 
plants and ensuring, so far as possible, that. al 
milk delivered to the public, at any rate in urban 
districts, shall be as safe as our large filtered 
and chlorinated municipal water supplies. 


LIMIT OF DIRT IN MILK 


A sub-committee of the Analytical Methods 
Committee representing the Society of Public 
Analysts and other bodies has recently issued 
a report on dirt in milk. The sub-committee 
make the following recommendation: Any 
proportion of dung in milk, however small its 
amount, is objectionable, but there are insuper- 
able difficulties in the way of reporting against 
milk containing dirt unless the quantity can be 
determined and expressed in figures. he syub- 
committee consider that clean milk, when 
examined by their recommended method, con- 
tains less than one part by volume of moist dirt 
in 100,000 parts by volume of the milk, and that 
a limit of two parts of moist dirt is the maximum 
which can be conceded, but in stating this 
opinion they must not be understood to mean that 
milk containing less than two parts of dirt is 
necessarily a clean milk. In dealing with milk 
for the purposes of the Food and Drugs 
(Adulteration) Act, 1928, the committee suggest, 
having regard to the degree of variation in the 
results obtained in their joint experiments, that 
it would not be desirable to recommend legal 
action in the case of an isolated sample of dirty 
milk unless the amount of moist sediment, 
determined by the recommended method, exceeds 
three parts by volume in 100,000 parts of the 
sample. 


*British Medical Journal. January 2nd, 1937. p. 23. 
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TECHNIQUE OF MILK PRODUCTION 


Professor H. D. Kay,  D.Sc., 
Director of the National Institute for Research 
in Dairying, Shinfield, near Reading, has been 
appointed as Technical Adviser (part-time) in 
Dairying to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. He will advise on the technical aspect 
of the various problems of milk production and 
manufacture which arise in the course of the 
Ministry’s work, 


* * * 
CATTLE DISEASE RESEARCH 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH COUNCIL’S FARM PROJECT 


The Agricultural Research Couneil are 
negotiating for the purchase of Mr. Alfred 
Barclay’s dairy farm at Compton, Berkshire, 


where they propose to conduct large-scale 
experiments in the elimination and prevention 
of cattle diseases. 

The Council, it is understood, have also made 
an offer for the herds of Ayrshire, Guernsey and 
British Friesian cattle, which are widely known 
for their milking qualities and freedom from 
disease. The herds comprise some 400 head. 

The experiments contemplated by _ the 
Research Council .will aim at the protection of 


stock from diseases such as_ tuberculosis, 
contagious abortion and mastitis. Strict atten- 
tion to cleanliness, with regular’ veterinary 


testing for 15 years, has resulted in the complete 
eclimination of these diseases from the herds at 
Compton. 

A striking example of the health of the stock 
is furnished by the results of tuberculin testing 
carried out on the farm by officers of the local 
authority a few days ago. Some 390 cows were 
tested and not one reacted. 

It is understood that the Research Council 
propose to distribute a proportion of the stock 
to other research institutions which require 
disease-free cattle for experimental purposes. 


* % ok 


BRITISH ASSOCIATION MEETING 


_ The British Association for the Advancement of 
Science has issued a preliminary programme of 
arrangements for the annual meeting, which will 
be held this year at Nottingham from September 
Ist to September 8th. Professor Sir Edward 
Poulton, in his presidential address, will deal 
with the history of evolutionary thought as 
recorded in the meetings of the British 
Association. 

In the sectional programmes many of_ the 
subjects to be discussed have been marked for 
inclusion in the series dealing with science and 
the public welfare. Among them are the sex 
ralio, which Professor F, A. E. Crew will discuss 
in his presidential address to the Zoology Sec- 
tion, the modern study of plants in relation to 
education, on which Professor E, J. Salisbury 
will speak in his presidential address to the 
Botany Section, and State intervention in agricul- 
ture, on which Mr, J. M. Caie will address the 
Agriculture Section. 

Other sectional presidential addresses include 
those of Dr. F. L. Pyman (Chemistry Section), 
on recent research in chemotherapy, and Dr. 
E. P. Poulton (Physiology Section), on meta- 
bolism, nutrition, and growth in man—some new 
views. 
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ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS 


The preliminary programme of the Health 
Congress, which is to be held at Birmingham 
from July 12th to 17th, 1937, by the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, has recently been issued, 

The following are included in the compre- 
hensive list of subjects to be discussed at the 
Congress: Safeguarding of bulk milk; detection 
of diseased lesions in offal and carcases of 
animals slaughtered for food; value of medical 
services to industry; water pollution research 
and waste waters from the milk industry. 


SECTION D, VETERINARY HYGIENE 
Following are the officers of the above section: 


President.—W, Brennan DeVine, M.C., F.R.C.V.S., 
ae (vict.), Chief Veterinary Officer, Birming- 
am. 


Recording Secretary.—Lieut.-Colonel J. A. 
pee T.D., M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Officer, 
eeds. 


Local Secretaries—Walter Scott, F.R.C.Vv.S., 
p.v.S.M., County Veterinary Officer, Worcester- 
shire C.C.; Davison, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., 
Assistant Veterinary Officer, Birmingham. 


The first meeting of the Section will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 15th, when the 
Presidential Address will be_ followed by a 
discussion on “ The detection of diseased lesions 
in the offal and carcases of animals slaughtered 
for food.” At the same hour on the day follow- 
ing, the Section will meet to discuss “ The 
safeguarding of bulk milk.” 


The Earl of Dudley is the President of the 
Congress, and he will deliver inaugural 
address. The Minister of Health, Sir Kingsley 
Wood, will also address a general session of the 
Congress. 

Nearly 800 official delegates have already been 
appointed by Government departments, foreign 
and dominion governments and municipalities, 
local authorities and learned societies, etc., in 
Great Britain. In addition, many members of 
the Institute will also be attending, and, together 
with the officers and visitors, it is expected that 
there will be over 1,600 present. 


A Health Exhibition is being arranged in the 
Bingley Hall. 

Fellows, Members and_ Associates of the 
Institute are supplied with tickets for the 
Congress on application to the Secretary before 
the Congress, or they may be obtained at the 
Congress Office during the meeting. To_ those 
not connected with the Institute, Congress tickets 
will be issued, entitling the holder to the use 
of the Congress Office and hd ine Room, to 
admission to the Presidential Address, the 
Section and Conference Meetings, and to_ the 
Health Exhibition, and to receive copies of the 
papers to be read and copies of the Journal 


of the Institute containing the roceedings of - 


the Congress. The price of the Congress tickets 
is £1 11s. 6d. each. Guests’ tickets (not including 
copies of the proceedings) are 10s, 6d. each. 
The issue of guests’ tickets is restricted to friends 
or relatives of Members, Associates and Delegates 
attending the Congress. Sessional tickets, which 
entitle the holder to attend one session of_a 
Section or Conference, will be issued, price 5s. 


Members attending the Congress will be able 
to take advantage of the summer tickets which 
will be issued from the principal points on any 
day, available for return on any day within one 
calendar month, at the ordinary fare and one- 
third for the double journey. 
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R.C.V.S. CENTRAL LIBRARY FOR ANIMAL 
DISEASES 


_ Recent acquisitions for the above library 
include the following books:— 

Barger, E. H., and Card, L. E. “ Diseases and 
Parasites of Poultry.” 1935, 

Cross, H. H. U. “ Electricity in Therapeutics.” 


936. 

Holmes, G. W., and Ruggles, H. E. “ Roentgen 
Interpretation.” Fifth edition revised. 1936. 

Lewis, T. “ Diseases of the Heart.” 1934. 

Miller, W. C., and Robertson, E. D,_ S. 
“ Practical Animal Husbandry.” Second edition 
revised and enlarged. 1937. 

Ross, I. C., and Gordon, H. McL. “ Internal 
Parasites and Parasitic Diseases of Sheep: their 
Treatment and Control.” 1936. 


* * * * * 


RETURN OF THE HORSE TO FAVOUR IN THE 
GERMAN ARMY 


“The striking lessons learned by the German ° 
Army from the Spanish battlefield cropped out 
in the military parade in honour of Chancellor 
Hitler’s birthday yesterday,” says the Berlin 
correspondent of the Evening Standard in the 
April 21st issue of that paper. “According to 
military observers and those acquainted with 
German Army displays since 1935, the fact stood 
out that the horse has won back his front rank 
place in the military sphere, 

“Contrary to last year’s parade when there 
was no cavalry in evidence, this year there were 
not only plenty of riders but the motorised field 
artillery has been divided up into horse-drawn 
four- and six-inch batteries, while the machine 
gun section has also reverted to horses with 
twin and single machine gun caissons being 
drawn by them. This transition is attributed 
by military observers to be the direct result of 
German experience on Spanish battlefields where 
supermotorised outfits frequently found them- 
po handicapped due to mechanical break- 
downs. The German Army is thus partially 
demechanising its artillery as rapidly as 
possible.” 

* * * * 


DEATH FROM PSITTACOSIS 


The death in Blackburn Royal Infirmary, of 
Mr. Hubert Christopher Hargreaves, aged 33, of 
Accrington, has been diagnosed as due to psitta- 
cosis. Mr. Hargreaves kept a budgerigar which 
on March 18th, was found dead in its cage, and 
was buried in the garden. So far as is known, 
Mr. Hargreaves had never handled the bird alive 
or dead. On April 8tht he became ill at his 
work and gradually grew worse. 


SCOTTISH POULTRY INDUSTRY 


Authority to take immediate steps to organise 
the industry was given to the Scottish National 
Poultry Council at a conference of poultry 
keepers in Stirling. It was intended that 
consideration should be directed chiefly to the 
plan drawn up by Mr. Thomas Milne, President 
of the Angus Poultry Association. This plan is 
on a compulsory basis, a levy on all poultry 
farmers being graded from 2s, 6d. per year 
upwards, according to the number of birds kept. 
Several other plans were suggested at the 
meeting, but it was decided to give the Council 
more or less a free hand to piece together the 
most desirable points in the various proposals 
put forward, 
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AN ELEPHANT 170 YEARS OLD 


Contributing to a series of communications 
upon longevity in animals appearing in recent 
issues of The Times, Captain Guy Dollman, 
Assistant Keeper, Department of wig British 
Museum (Natural History) states that his atten- 
tion has been drawn by Dr. P. E. Pieris, Trade 
Commissioner for Ceylon, to a record of a 
remarkably long-lived Asiatic elephant. “In 
a translation of Joao Ribeiro’s ‘ Ceilao’ by Dr. 
Pieris (third edition, 1925) mention is made of 
a famous elephant, Ortela by name, which was 
probably a fully adult animal prior to the siege 
of Colombo in 1656, since we are told that the 
animal at this time had _ ‘ offspring and descen- 
dants.’ The same specimen is referred to by 
Emerson Tennent in his ‘ Natural History of 
Ceylon’ (1861) as still being alive when_ the 
British flag was hoisted in Colombo in 1796. 
This elephant is reported by Tennent to have 
been found in the stables by the Dutch on the 
expulsion of the Portuguese in 1656 and served 
under them during the entire period of their 
occupation, more than 140 years. During the 
siege of Colombo Ortela was the only elephant 
out of 15 animals which was not eaten by the 
defenders, and it is said that it did much useful 
work in bringing up trees to repair the breaches 
in the city walls. 

“From the evidence available it would appear 
that an elephant’s age is determined by _ its 
teeth, and that as soon as the last molar tooth 
is in position on each side of the jaws a period 
is set to the animal’s existence. Elephants’ 
grinders succeed each other by horizontal, not 
vertical succession, moving forward in the are 
of a circle and pushing the old teeth out in front. 
There are six cheek teeth developed on each 
side of both jaws, three being the so-called ‘ milk 
molars’ and three the permanent molars. Not 
more than one, or parts of two or sometimes 
three teeth, are in wear at one and the same 
time, the elephant being very economical regard- 
ing the use of its teeth. Each successive tooth 
with the exeeption of the fourth, or _ first 
permanent molar, is more complex than_ its 
predecessor, the number of ridges increasing 
according to the following formula: 4, 8, 12, 12, 
16, 24; this formula applies only to the Asiatic 
elephant, the African beast having its teeth 
arranged on a more simple plan, the ridges not 
being so numerous (3, 6, 7, 7, 8, 10-12), Doubt- 
less when the animal’s diet is free of grit or 
sand the teeth will last longer than when these 
impurities are present, but under the most 
advantageous circumstances an elephant living 
for 170 years or so is a fact which is very 
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274. Medical Profession. 
Burma. Order in Council, 
dated March 18th. 1937, 
directing that Part IT of the 
Medical Act, 1886, shall 
apply to Burma aan 


More boy and girl applicants are wanted, at 
once, by the trustees of a most helpful, but 
little known, charity administered by St. 
Dunstan’s-in-the-West, Fleet Street, E.C.4, under 
the terms of a will dated April 26th, 1697. The 
trustees are in a position to make grants from 
a minimum of £10 to a maximum of £100. Such 
grants are for the provision of _ professional 
articles, trade apprenticeships, outfits, technical 
books, fees for instruction, and _ travelling 
expenses for children, under 21 years of age, 
whose parents are in reduced circumstances and 
either Freemen of the City of London, or have 
resided in the City for not less than five years. 
Forms of application may be obtained from Mr. 
ot Geer, St. Dunstan’s Vestry, Fleet Street. 


* * * * * 


Amongst the three appeals which were 
announced by the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion as having received the most generous sup- 
port during the quarter, January-March, 1937, 
was that made by the Duchess of Atholl on behalt 
of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, which produced in response the sum 
of £449 4s. 9d. 


Correspondence 


_ Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


THE TREATMENT OF STERILITY IN COWS 
WITH WHEAT GERM OIL (VITAMIN E) 


To THE EpITor oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—In view of the number of queries that 
I have received from members of the profession 
during the past few months regarding the above 
mode of treatment, I should like to avail myself 
of the courtesy of your columns, and to state 
that the line of treatment and the conditions 
essential for success to be expected, which I 
gave in my article published in the Veterinary 
Journal for 1933. p. 416 et seq., have not been 
modified since. Briefly, these were as follows: — 

(1) There must be no pathological evidence 
from clinical examination to account for the 
sterility, and oestrus must be normally mani- 
fested. It is waste of time to attempt this 
treatment if there is clear clinical evidence of 
disease in the uterus or its adnexa. 

(2) The_injections should be made intramus- 
cularly. There is a great risk of hard, persisting 
swellings if they are given subcutaneously. 

(3) Where possible, three should be given 
before service, and three after, allowing an 
interval of seven days between each. 

_As regards the value of this preparation if 
given by the mouth, I have two heifers at 
present which after a course given in this way. 
are pregnant, and six others are under treatment. 
I prefer, however, to inject it, and am _ verv 
sceptical as to these pregnancies being the result 
of the treatment. 

In conclusion, I should like to congratulate 
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my neighbouring colleague, Mr. G. N. Gould, on 
his recent valuable contribution on trichomonads 
as a cause of sterility in cattle. I can confirm 
the value of lactic acid in cases where there 
is a marked uterine discharge, and would state 
that this preparation in stick form, made up 
with a spuman base, answers well. Six sticks 
are inserted at frequent intervals, and_ the 
spuman base ensures the medicament being 
spread over a wide surface. His contribution 
definitely clears up the doubt long held in Ger- 
many and other countries that trichomonads 
were a possible factor in bovine —— and 
refutes the assertion made by Kolle and Hetsch 
in “ Practical Bacteriology ” that they are never 
found in the genital passages of domestic animals! 
It is interesting to note that Devegan (Bayer) 
which has been found of great value in this 
infection in the human subject, is of no use 
in our patients, 
Yours faithfully, 
. F. D. Tort, F.R.c.v.s. 
Rothiemurchus, 
St. Cross, 
Winchester. 


* * * * * 


THE LATE MR. H. CAULTON REEKS, F.R.C.v.s. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—May I add a note to the obituary notice 
of the late Mr. H. Caulton Reeks, which appeared 
in the Veterinary Record of April 17th? 

Mr. Reeks told me when we were on one of 
our examination tours some ten years ago, that 
as a young man he seriously considered taking 
up writing as a profession, and he did in fact 
publish one novel dealing with village life in 
the Fens. 

I enclose a snapshot which was given to me 
about the time I have mentioned, which shows 
the three generations of veterinary surgeons in 
Mr. Reeks’ family, none of whom, unfortunately, 
survives, 


Yours faithfully, 
A. LESLIE SHEATHER. 


Wroxton, 
Chorleywood, 
Herts, 


April 20th, 1937. 


* * * * x 


“MISS ALEEN CUST” MEMORIAL FUND* 

To THE EpDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I should like to sapiest whole-heartedly 
the suggestion of Mr. P. J. Howard and others 
that a memorial to Miss Cust be erected. | 
think many gentlemen in the profession would 
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be pleased to subscribe to a fund for such a 
purpose and suggest that it be not confined to 
lady members only. It might even be open to 
the public, as Miss Cust had many admirers in 
this and other countries. It should be put on 
record that Miss Cust was not only a great 
veterinarian, but also a naturalist, nature lover 
and an artist of no mean ability. Her quiet 
power and control over animals of all kinds had 
to be seen to be believed and her name should - 
not be allowed to be forgotten in a profession 
of which she was so proud to be a member, 
I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
JOHN FACER. 
20, Archers Road, 
Southampton. 


April 23rd, 1937. 


_(*This letter was written prior to the inser- 
tion, in our last issue, of the letter in which 
Miss Woodward and Miss Williams announced 
the establishment, under their auspices, of the 
“Miss Aleen Cust” Memorial Fund.—-Edilor. | 


To THe EpiroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I am sorry to seek any space in your 
columns for the sounding of what may seem 
like a discordant note, but, since [ do not find 
myself in accord with the manner of the 
proposed memorial to the late Miss Cust, perhaps 
the best thing to do in the circumstances is to 
give others also an opportunity, if they so desire, 
to air their views on the subject. 

While it is as well to remember that Miss 
Cust was one of the many pioneers in different 
orofessions who helped to make subsequent 
egislation possible, we must admit that women 
would as inevitably have entered the veterinary 
profession as they did the medical profession, 
no matter whether or not any one woman or 
another had elected to go through either course, 
ten or twenty years ahead of time. As we all 
know, the “Great War” led, amongst other 
things, to the passing of the Sex Disqualification 
Removal Act. Automatically, this Act paved the 
way for any woman of the present day to enter 
any profession she chose, 

All pioneers are, to a certain extent, the 
victims or sports of circumstances, and probably 
none of them, if asked, would care to have 
money wasted [on statues, tablets, pillars, etc. | 
Surely the only excuse for memorials to any 
one at all in this “ Impecunious” age, should 
be either their sound, practical nature, or their 
genuine appropriatenesss Now, as_ to. the 
“ Sculptural Group” already mentioned, the late 
Miss Cust not only loved horses, and was her- 
self a great horsewoman, but she was ‘also an 
artist, and had she been still alive, there could 
be no doubt that she would have subscribed 

enerously to any fund for the further beauti- 
a of ihe new London College. Further, “ The 
Great War” attached her, unofficially, to the 
R.A.V.C., and Adrian Jones, the sculptor, also 
belonged to that honourable Corps. 

As to the possible paucity of funds for such 
a project, funds seem to. be strangely capable 
of emerging when the objects are, or seem to be, 
really worth while. If, however, this suggestion 
should seem, pro tem., to be impracticable, why 
not let us have patience, and wait awhile until 
the necessary funds do accumulate. On_ the 
other hand, if it should be that only a memorial 
tablet can be subscribed for, then, might it 
not be made from the green marble from that 
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part of Ireland which perhaps most honoured 
the late Miss Cust, and which still remembers 
and speaks of the good and wide work she 
did there, at “ The Back of Beyond,” so to speak. 
Yours, ete. 
HILpA BISSET. 
Dargle Road, 
Bray, Co. Wicklow, 
Irish Free State, 


April 27th, 1937. 


* * * * * 


THE GENERAL PRACTITIONER AND THE 
ERADICATION OF DISEASE IN ANIMALS 


To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—* The problem (of eradication of disease) 
is more difficult in this country than in the 
wider spaces of the Dominions... but the 
difficulties make it all the more necessary to 
employ our full resources, and to discover the 
weakness of the present system. It is certain 
that all the attempts to control the incidence of 
disease will fail so long as there is haphazard 
action by the local authorities. Three years ago, 
Sir Merrik Burrell, sitting on the Economic 
Advisory Council’s Committee called for a co- 


general practitioners are also employed by the 
Ministry of Agriculture on Diseases of Animals 
work, so that, on second thoughts, his idea may 
not be quite so inadequate as at first sight 
appears to be the case: that employment of 
part-time men could be extended to embrace all 
eligible general practitioners as recommended 
in the “ National” scheme. 

_ The above quotation, coupled with a resolu- 
tion urging the Ministry of Agriculture to 
appoint a committee to inquire into the _possi- 
bilities of obtaining uniformity in conditions 
prescribed for the production of accredited milk, 
which was passed at the annual meeting of the 
Yorkshire Branch of the Central. Landowners’ 
Association (vide Vel. Rec. No. 17. 49. p. 529), 
makes pleasant reading for one who has taken 
the line that the Ministry of Health and local 
authorities are not the — departments to 
deal with animal diseases. pointed out in my 
New /Year’s letier to the Record that the 
pendulum was swinging away from _ these 
departments to the Ministry of Agriculture. 

t is now being recognised by all agricultural 
bodies that agriculturists are not getting a “ fair 
deal” owing to the lack of uniformity of action 
on the part of local authorities and that in 
the best interests of agriculture (and of our 
profession) and public health as regards diseases 
of animals communicable to man, these duties 


ordinated national attack on all kinds of diseases should be shouldered by the’ Ministry of 
of farm animals and fowls, and insisted that Agriculture. Dual responsibility is never 
control must be taken away from the local successful. 

authorities. He was outvoted, but the State If the Ministry of Agriculture is to be 


service he advocated may yet be found to be the 
cheapest and only eflicient method of tackling 
the problem.” (Animal Diseases. Editorial: The 
Farmers’ Weekly. April 23rd, 1937.) 

Sir Merrik idea was altogether 
inadequate as it envisages a scheme to be 
carried out by a few State veterinary officers, 
plus the present 100 veterinary officers already 
employed by the Ministry of Agriculture. What 


Sir Merrik forgot was that some hundreds of 


Diseases of Animals Acts 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS 


responsible for eradication of disease in animals 
as a_ whole, it is only logical to assume that the 
result will be the eradication of those diseases 
which affect public health. 
Yours faithfully, 
J. W. Hatt MASHETER. 
Ruddle House, 
Newnham-on-Severn. 


April 24th, 1937. 


Norte,—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Ho 


Foot-_ | 
| Anthrax. and-Mouth Parasitic$ Sheep Swine 
Disease. | Mange. Scab. Fever 
| | | | Animals | Out- | 
slaugh- | breaks 
Out- Out- tered as reported) Out- Out- | Swine 
Period. _ breaks Animals | breaks diseased || by the| Animals| breaks _ breaks  slaugh- 
con- | attacked.||) con- or ex- | Local |attacked.|| con- con- _ tered. 
firmed. firmed. posed to Authori- firmed. firmed 
| infection. || ties. 
No. No. No. | No. No. No. No. No. No. 
Period Ist to 15th April, 1937 40 44 —_ — 8 10 14 48 23 
ding period in 
29 34 — 6 9 5 93 40 
1935 oun wée ane 9 ll 2 | 2,154 5 5 14 85 51 
1934 28 —_ | — 2 2 17 45 18 
Ist January to 15th 
249 3 262 «62 94 110 359 195 
di iod in 
= oye eee one | 182 221 | 4 379 55 176 125 645 444 
1935 eae _ ake 130 143 24 6,846 57 83 167 494 210 


